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“It’s not a tractor,
it’s a way of
thinking”
Eddy Michel Conrado Atencio (Havana International Fair, 2014)

Oggun Factory Grand Opening at Liberty
Steel Fabrication
On November 30, 2016, the factory for Oggun Tractors at Liberty Steel,
in Fyffe, Alabama held its’ grand opening. Tractors were on display for
the public to see as well as a tour of the assembly line for the tractors.
Though inclement weather kept many people away, there were over 120
people in attendance.
Dr. David Campbell, President of Northeast Alabama Community College,
emceed the proceedings. He introduced each of the speakers which included Senator Steve Livingston, of Alabama Senate District 8. Livingston
congratulated the Oggun/Liberty Steel team and spoke of the importance of having the enterprise in DeKalb County. Other speakers included Scott Conner, Senior Vice President of American Honda; Bill
Bussler, Public Relations Manager of Kohler; Les Mosteller, East Regional
Manager for Danfoss Power Solutions; Dr. Ernie Cebert, Alabama A&M
Professor of Planting Breeding and Genetics; Kathryn Strickland, Director
of the Community Food Bank of Central Alabama; and Kirk Iverson, President of Alabama Sustainable Agriculture Network. Potential customers
from Africa, South America, and various U.S. States were in attendance.
Dr. Campbell also introduced the founders and partners of the Oggun
Project, Locky Catron, Jeff Adams, Saul Berenthal, and Horace Clemmons.
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CleBer Ships First Tractor
The first tractor was shipped to the Poiroux Family, of Theodore, Alabama, on December 16, 2016. CleBer met this family
at the Sunbelt Ag Expo. There was a group of 12 men. Horace asked Duane what group they were with and, he said,
“We’re brothers! There are 16 kids in the family.” Eugene, one of the 16, is now a proud owner of the Oggun Tractor, Serial #1.

Pictured from left: Charles Hilburn, Duane Poiroux, Eugene Poiroux, Terry Poiroux,
Andrew Poiroux, and Michael Poiroux

Manna Food Share Ministries, of Greater
Birmingham, receives the Second Oggun Tractor
Manna Food Share serves Chilton, Jefferson, and Shelby County, Alabama. They provide dry goods, produce, meats
and dairy to over 500 families in those counties every month. The Ministry has received recognition from the Birmingham Urban League with the “Good Samaritan Award.” Manna is a member of “Feed the Children”, and is part of
Gleaning America’s Fields—Feeding America’s Hungry (endhunger.org).
CleBer is honored that our tractor was chosen to help grow food in their community farm.

Pictured: Andy Ward, Manna Volunteer
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Reinvention of
the Cultivating
Tractor for the
Small Farmer!!!

The 2017 Small Farmer’s Oggun Tractor

How the Oggun Tractor came to be
The venture began on December 17, 2014, when President Obama and President Raul Castro began the process to reopen relations after the Cuba Revolution and subsequent U.S. Embargo. Horace Clemmons and Saul Berenthal (born in Cuba) have been friends and business partners since the early
1980s. With the thaw in Cuban/US relations, they wondered how to help
the Cuban people. The two presidents have done all they can. The Embargo remains and can only be lifted by the US Congress. In looking at how to
help, they discovered that the Cubans not having adequate food for their
population is a significant problem. A small, uncomplicated, inexpensive
tractor was the answer. With the Cuban government having begun to redistribute small parcels of land to its citizens for farming, and with only old,
unreliable Russian tractors available, CleBer decided to reinvent the AllisChalmers Model “G.” The “G” was a dependable tractor built between 1948
and 1955, actually, there are still many in use today. CleBer has taken the
basic principles of the “G” which was the best tractor for single row farming
with its superb visibility for planting and cultivating rows. CleBer added all
new technology and insured that the tractor can be fixed in the farmer’s
field or shop. In so doing, CleBer has created the first all-hydraulic zero-turn
tractor on the market.

Building a new technology tractor for small farm operations has
required redefining the way a
tractor is built. We have worked
with farmers from many different areas as we moved from
proto-type to the final product.
Their input has helped to produce the quality product we
have today. It is only through
our partnerships and input from
supporters that we will be successful in providing appropriate
tools to small farmers around
the world.

For U.S. Sales Information:
Locky Catron
256-244-5939
Horace Clemmons
256-655-8792

For International Sales:
Jeff Adams
Jeff.adams@cleberllc.com
Or visit our website
www.thinkoggun.com

“You have built a tractor for the forgotten people.”
Eddy Michel Conrado Atencio (Havana International Fair, October 2014)
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We will have a presence at the
following EVENTS:

The CleBer Business Model

SOUTHERN SAWG CONFERENCE
Lexington Convention Center
Lexington, Kentucky
January 25-28, 2017
ORGANICOLOLGY
The Hilton Portland & Executive Tower
Portland, Oregon
February 2-4, 2017
TUSKEGEE FARMERS CONFERENCE
Kellogg Hotel and Conference Center
Tuskegee, Alabama
February 15-17, 2017
GEORGIA ORGANICS CONFERENCE
Georgia International Convention Center
Atlanta, Georgia
February 17-18, 2017
OREGON SMALL FARMS CONFERENCE
Oregon State University Campus
Corvallis, Oregon
February 18, 2017
INDIANA SMALL FARM CONFERENCE
Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds and Conference Complex
Danville, Indiana
March 2-4, 2017
TENNESSEE NEW FARMER ACADEMY
TN State Ag Research and Education Center
Nashville, TN
March 20, April 17, May 15, June 19, July 17,
August 21, and September 18, 2017

80% of the world’s farmers still use similar methods
employed by the above Jamaican farmers.

Farming today consists of large farms using high-tech, expensive machinery on the
one hand, while, on the other, the vast majority of farms are small using manually
intensive labor, livestock or antiquated equipment. With the increasing problem of
food supply, there is a need to provide more effective equipment and implements.
Since 80% of the farmers cannot afford a tractor, something needs to change!
CleBer’s solution consists of three components:
Equipment and Implement Architecture
Open System Manufacturing (OSM)
CleBer Business Model

Current international equipment manufacturers are vertically integrated in order to create a closed loop in which the farmer is
dependent on a specific manufacturer for additional implements, parts and service. Exploitation through patents, proprietary
parts, and inconsistent designs forces the farmer to buy what is available from one specific distributor. He/she cannot shop
around for the best deal. Instead of focusing on that which is best for the farmer, the vertical model of business is focused on
providing value to the stockholders, not the farmer; thus, the overhead created by their global dealers and the parts and service
networks makes those products cost prohibitive to the modest agriculturist.
On the contrary, CleBer’s Open System Manufacturing business model is designed to maintain low costs and provide open access to consumers. U.S. customers will receive a complete parts list, containing the specific vendor and parts number. In addition the customer will be provided with a detail design of the equipment, allowing them to do business with us, if that is th e
best option; though, they can acquire parts locally an do the maintenance, or they may us a local service shop. Our International distributors will have the detail designs and will be encouraged to produce components locally, if possible. In this way, the
cost of the equipment will decrease, while helping increase the local economy. It is our hope that within five years many of the
distributors will produce 100% of the tractor components and will pay CleBer a small license fee.
Our goal is to combine global state-of-the-art technologies and local human resources to create an economic model for local
economies.
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University Highlight:

Alabama A&M University
Cleber has partnered with several land-grant universities throughout the nation providing Oggun Tractors
and initiating the design of an equipment architecture. We are pleased that our first partnership was established with Alabama A&M University and Professor Ernst Cebert. When Clemmons first introduced the
tractor to Dr. Cebert, he expressed his desire to have an Oggun Tractor. He now uses it on A&M’s Research
Stations. The importance of the design isn’t lost on Dr. Cebert. He stated, “this hits home for me. I am
from Haiti, and my wife is from Jamaica, where we are probably in the 1920’s with agricultural advancement. My brother-in-law, in Haiti, still prepares his land with 2 oxen, this tractor will be an excellent agricultural addition in countries like those. During the Civil War, the government mandated that every state
implement an institution that would help move farmers and agriculture forward—thus, the Land Grant University System developed. Over the years, the land grant schools have lost their mission, only responding
to big Ag vendors. I want to bring the Oggun Tractor into an
educational component of land grant schools, that takes us
back to the land grant roots.”

Ernst Cebert, Ph.D.
Research Associate Professor

Dr. Cebert received his PhD. in “Plant Breeding & Genetics at
Purdue University, in 1998. While at Purdue his Research
work in plant breeding involved hybridization of wheat and
oats for disease resistance, cold tolerance, adaptability and
yield. Further work on “Genetics Analysis of Hessian Fly Resistance Gene in Durum Wheat” yielded the discovery of a new gene (H26) for resistance to the Hessian fly.
In 2001, he was appointed as a Research Assistant Professor, in the Department of Plant and Soil Science,
Alabama A&M University, where he initiated a winter canola breeding program for adaptation in Northern
Alabama and the Mid-south region with the use of classical breeding and molecular markers. The project
involves creating new canola lines for specific uses in: phytoremediation, winter-forage, leafy-greenvegetable, chemo-preventive evaluation and as a feedstock for biodiesel. Other activities include: screening
and evaluating non-traditional crops as feedstock for biofuels and to create a bioenergy crop rotation system; working to establish an interdisciplinary “Alternative Energy Research Center‟ at Alabama A&M University; evaluating biodiesel production and its added-value co-products for small farms. In collaboration
with the Alabama Department of Agriculture and Industries, Dr. Cebert developed a mobile Biodiesel Classroom on Wheels to provide educational demonstration of small scale biodiesel production.
Dr. Cebert, left, and his team,
receiving their Oggun Tractor from
Horace Clemmons, far right.
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Quotes from our Partners about CleBer
Scott Connor, Senior VP, American Honda
“There’s no question this organization has passion.”
Les Mosteller, East Regional Manager, Danfoss Power Solutions
“Horace didn’t care about buying or selling something. He cared about this tractor making a difference.”
Bill Bussler, Public Relations Manager, Kohler
“The open source manufacturing model being implemented here is unique. In combination with the equipment's’
modular design and common, off the shelf components, CleBer has shifted the focus away from a price based model to a value based model.”
Kirk Iverson, President, Alabama Sustainable Agriculture Network
“Healthy farms. Healthy food. Healthy communities. I think this tractor and the industries that are going to grow
around it are going to make a big impact in Alabama and many other places.”
Kathryn Strickland, Director, Community Food Bank of Central Alabama
“CleBer is a business predicated on a principle where local family farmers come first. Their whole business model is
predicated on seeing farmers remain sustainable and keeping their family farms in production.”

CleBer/Oggun Tractors
3400 County Road 10
Paint Rock, AL 35764
horace@cleberllc.com
locky.catron@cleberllc.com
jeff.adams@cleberllc.com

“The forgotten world is made up primarily of the developing nations, where
most of the people, comprising more than fifty percent of the total world
population, live in poverty, with hunger as a constant companion and fear
of famine a continual menace.”
Normal Borlaug

