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OGGÚN NEWSLETTER
Oggún’s Midwest Road Trip
The genesis of our Road-Trip was Dan Moe, a farmer in Minnesota at The Farm
of Minnesota. We made a sales call to him, hoping to sell him a tractor. He told
us that he was about to buy a BCS walk-behind. After a short conversation, we
said, “you are going to spend about as much for a walk-behind as you would
for a tractor.” He said, “if I could see your tractor, I might be willing to buy
it”. Thus, started our 4,425-mile journey through the 7 states of Ohio, Indiana,
Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, and Missouri, which included 16 farm
stops.
Each of our hosts was most gracious and boy, do we have stories we could tell.
We sincerely thank them for all their kindness and generosity.
From Dan’s invitation to show him a tractor, we built the plan for our roadtrip. The purpose of the trip was two-fold. Obviously, a hands-on introduction
of the Oggún Tractor to small farmers in the Midwest was important for the
success of the trip. Besides that, we wanted to learn from those farmers the
problems involved for small farmers and beginning farmers as it relates to soil
preparation, planting, harvesting, and finally the distribution of the harvest. We
appreciated the opportunity to visit with so many farmers and learn how our
tractor may fit in their operation.
For more information on our road trip visit our Facebook page or our YouTube
channel.
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FARMER RESPONSES
On the Midwest Road-Trip, we took the opportunity to talk with farmers from across the 7 states about the problems
that small farmers encounter. The challenges of a small farmer are tremendous, but the willingness to work hard for
success outweighs any obstacles. Below are quotes from farmers about their operations and their views on the Oggún
Tractor, itself.
Nate Parks, of Silverthron Farms, in Indiana
While Nate grew up on a farm and was determined to be his own boss, his first endeavor was not in farming. Having
worked in housing construction during the boom times, Nate’s first business was home construction. That worked
until the housing crash of 2008. After that he returned to his roots and began a vegetable production. They had about
10 acres of tillable land so he planted watermelons and pumpkins. He has been growing vegetables for 9 years. He
says, “I love the connection we have with our customers and the food we get to produce, and the people we are able
to employ. It is a pretty incredible thing to be able to do. There is a lot of opportunity here because there isn’t much
local food production. We are in a really good position to grow within the next 5 to 10 years. The Biggest Challenge
in producing vegetables is just getting people to buy our food. We look to other parts of the country that have
established successful local food systems so it is possible. Most of the agriculture here is large scale, so equipment
options are limited and huge. Equipment for vegetable production just isn’t here. My ultimate dream for local food
systems is that it just becomes the norm, that I don’t have to travel an hour to distribute our harvest. That would be
beautiful.”
Casey, of Featherstone Farms of Minnesota
“I thought the tractor was amazing. There are many, many different things you can do with this tractor, it is so versatile.
Especially it’s zero-turn capability. Here on the farm when I have a wagon filled with transplants, the zero-turn allows
me to get in and out of tight spots. I do a lot of the cultivating on this farm, so having this in the field with the zeroturn I am able to go from bed to bed easily, that is incredible!”
Rich Shield, mechanic for Featherstone Farms of Minnesota
“I think the tractor is kind of the future. It’s really simple. For me, it is the maintenance. There is absolutely nothing
on the tractor that can’t be fixed right where you are. There are no belts, it’s a small engine that uses only a little
gasoline. It is like the perfect cultivating tractor. All you have to do is keep the oil clean. It only has one filter. From
a maintenance point of view, it is the best thing I’ve seen in a long time. I can’t see anything on it that, if it broke in
the afternoon, you could have it running again by morning. It’s perfect”
Sue Long, farmer in Iowa
“What the Oggún tractor does for us is solve our complex problems with simple solutions. The tractor represents
what we are trying to do on our farm, looking for simple solutions to complex problems. Instead of having
technological solutions for complicated things, it goes back to simplicity. It isn’t about the latest, greatest toy, it is going
back to the basics. The simplicity of it is what has sold us on your tractor”.

More Farmer Responses Page 5
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Harrison Market Gardens — Winnebago, Illinois The last horse died, the hay field needed
replanting or a new use, we retired, and the tractor needed a purpose. So, did we. Out of these
events was born Harrison Market Gardens. We wanted to get good at growing food using
organic methods, in as sustainable a way as possible. Our rich black soil needs little
enhancement but maintaining and increasing its fertility has become an ongoing focus. Our
operation has been mainly a subscription, interactive, hands’-on U-pick. The first year we grew
for five weekly pickers, our 11thyear, we grew for over 100 families. We feel like we’re growing
food for friends, as the same families visit weekly or biweekly. Some have been with us all
eleven years and feel like our summer family. Our son, Ben, joined us and then Julie as well to
help with the 9 acres of fruits and vegetables. The extra pairs of hands, strong backs, and
sound mechanical knowledge, has been invaluable in helping us continue and expand our vision. We are happy knowing
that as we age, Ben and Julie will be there to continue our “retirement project”.
Our farm has never used chemicals. We have protected our farm with windbreaks and fence rows. We are becoming
more adept at choosing appropriate cover crops and seldom have bare land. A neighboring dairy farm supplies us with
manure and bedding. A landscaping company provides grass, and leaves in the fall. These become components of our
compost. We are adding more perennials each year. We have 1200 row feet of asparagus, 400 row feet of raspberries, and
1400 row feet of strawberries. A small rental field has become a rotation for sweet corn, winter squash and the many
varieties of potatoes.
Our favorite part of the business has been our subscription U-pick. Families sign up for a weekly or an “Every Other
Week” share. The first pick/training is used to demonstrate how to be a “good picker”. We go over the farm map,
available wagons, baskets, buckets, tools, washing station and numbering system. That first walk-about is when we
demonstrate harvesting techniques, composting, navigation between rows and really work with children to show how
they can be good helpers. Kids really like washing carrots and roots at the washing station and can do that while the
parent is still picking.
A weekly email updates the “pick list” which details what’s available, where to find it (garden number and row number),
and what is a fair share (how many carrots, heads of broccoli, bags of lettuce, ears of corn, etc.) Most weeks an additional
crop comes in and we share correct picking techniques, possible recipes, and storage procedures. Our families are very
concerned about not taking more than they can use.
The CSA has become wildly popular as busy families often have less time for picking and cleaning their own veggies and
grows steadily with each season. Our local restaurants are now huge supporters as they have become part of the farm-totable movement. So, U-pick, CSA, and enjoying local restaurants are three options to participate in our farm.
So how does the local market find us? Local Harvest is an extraordinary method of connecting growers and participants.
(www.localharvest.org) Band of Farmers www.bandoffarmers.org ) is a Chicago area group of CSA farmers with a website
to help area growers and participants connect. But most important has been simply word of mouth. We always ask new
customers how they heard of our farm. Most often it’s a friend or a friend of a friend. Each year we look forward to
catching up on the lives of our “summer friends” as they become special people in our lives.

The above is from our Blog. Read the full article and follow
our publication here.
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Colorado State University
College of Agricultural Sciences
New Student Education Garden
(Condensed from “The Rocky Mountain Collegian” May 3, 2016, By Julia Rentsch)
The new Student Education Garden, as were several other ag programs, was relocated south of the CSU campus, off
of Center Avenue, near the new Horticulture Center. The move was due to the construction of the new on-campus
stadium.
The garden provides opportunities for students to work with faculty on agricultural research and to learn gardening
skills. According to Natalie Yoder, a Specialty Crops Program assistant in the Department of Horticulture and
Landscape Architecture, the garden is divided into three sections: a farm-like demonstration area that is open to
volunteers, internship rows for students in the University’s Specialty Crops Program, and a section for rotating plants
like cover crops and pollinators. Ms. Yoder mentors the student gardeners.
There is a community garden, alongside the student education garden, that is managed by the Aggie Village Apartments,
and a perennial demonstration garden for specialty crops, such as artichokes or asparagus. Community members are
encouraged to volunteer in the demonstration section of the student garden. The volunteers are taught to plant, weed
and harvest, and they take home some of the vegetables at the end of the season.
Other aspects of the student’s education include obtaining organic certification for their crops, and contracting with
the campus dining service to provide a farm-to-table program at CSU.
In 2016, six student interns signed up for the internship program. Monica Dupler, a senior nutrition and food sciences
major is one of the interns. She said of the program, “I’m stoked to be around a lot of people who are also stoked
about gardening. I just think food is so important, and we don’t always think about where our food comes from, or
how much work and labor goes into the process.”
“The managers at the CSU Student Education Gardens are in receipt of the Oggún Tractor and trialing it as
the sole source of traction for the ½ acre site. If you are in Colorado or the surrounding area and would like
to see it in action, please contact Mark Uchanski (mark.uchanski@colostate.edu). More updates later this
spring.”

CleBer is gratified that the Oggún Tractor is a part of this educational endeavor.
The global challenges of feeding the world, protecting the environment, and improving the quality of life are the focus
of teaching, research and outreach at the CSU College of Agricultural Sciences. The College is a leading land-grant
university addressing contemporary concerns – including the need to meet food demand for a global population that
will top 9 billion by 2050.

4|Page

FARMERS RESPONSES
(Continues from Page 2)
FRED MARTZ, Professor of Sustainable Agriculture, University of Missouri
“I like the Oggún Tractor. Number 1: It looks very durable. Number 2: We work with young people who are going
out and starting farms of their own. These farms range from 2-3 acres to 10-20 acres. The agricultural equipment
industry hasn’t served those size farmers very well. So, the young farmers are looking for ways to start an operation.
They need affordable equipment that is adaptable to the kinds of things they want to do. I advise all of my ag students
to take shop classes. With a background in basic shop and a cell phone, young farmers could get along well with the
type of tractor because they could service it themselves. I am past 80 years old, and I found getting on the tractor quite
easy, no problems, and the visibility was great.”
ADAM BROWN, University of Missouri Engineering Student
“I grew up on a farm and we always were modifying our equipment. As an engineering student, the ease of adding
modifications to the Oggún Tractor is of considerable significance to me. Modern equipment usually is made of plastic
and fiberglass, and it has electrical components that get in the way of making modifications. For me, the main thing
about this tractor is that it will be easy to modify.”

In business, it is more important what others think of us than what we think of ourselves. We are proud to
provide you with the headlines from the local press about our road trip. Follow the hyperlinks to read the
entire articles.
‘Brutally simple' tractor stops in Rushford http://www.postbulletin.com/news/local/brutally-simple-tractor-stopsin-rushford/article_56811dce-08ab-5cbf-be25d3e65ac8ba22.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook&utm_campaign=user-share
Thinking small: Tractor designed with Allis-Chalmers ‘G’ and truck farmers in mind hits the road for Midwest
tour http://www.thecountrytoday.com/front-page/2017/04/03/Thinking-small.html
Check out an open-source tractor today http://www.crowrivermedia.com/hutchinsonleader/news/local/checkout-an-open-source-tractor-friday/article_5ef1e09b-c5d1-5d1a-b6bc-1e2c9daa3875.html
The Oggun – it’s more than a tractor, it’s a different way of thinking http://hometownpages.com/Content/Default/TCR-area-news/Article/The-Oggun-it-s-more-than-a-tractor-it-s-a-different-way-ofthinking-/-3/556/67541
It’s called the Oggun (Oh-goon), and it’s a different take on the farm tractor than many folks in agriculture
may be used to. http://chadsmithmedia.com/meet-the-oggun-farm-tractor/
Tractor is low-cost alternative to heavy farm equipment
http://www.wisfarmer.com/story/news/2017/04/18/tractor-low-cost-alternative-heavy-farmequipment/100589466/
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Cleber Corner
“It’s a necessary evil.” This is a phrase we frequently heard on our trip when talking about the ol’ three-point
hitch. It’s difficult to maneuver, takes too much time, one person can rarely do the job, and it’s simply
dangerous. Not to mention, implement stability is consistently a challenge. If we are to move toward precision
agriculture techniques, these are problems we must solve.
To solve them, collaboration is key. We have begun work on a new tool bar concept to take the next steps in
implement attachment technology. A few key components:
•
•
•

We must allow for compatibility of legacy three-point hitch implements
Must be a one (wo)man job
Removal and attachment time must be under 15 minutes

Please contribute your thoughts on what you don’t like and don’t like about the three-point hitch, and changes
that would be helpful.
Soon we will post initial designs on our website to get further feedback. Stay tuned.

St. Charles, Minnesota

Pillager, Minnesota
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University of Wisconsin-Madison West Madison
Research Station – A comparison to their old G

A mechanics class with the FFA in Amesville, Ohio

David v. Goliath

Future-Farmer Shopping in Winnebago, Illinois
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