EXCAVATIONS ON GARBH EILEAN AT SITE RI 41B (Annat)
Part 3
Special finds
The Iron Mattock Blade SF 505 (Fig 17, Pl. 35) from context (43)

Plate 35. Special Find SF 505 Iron Mattock blade within context (43)
Abandoned within the accumulating floor deposits (43), but only just below the surface, in the northern
quadrant of the room a large broad iron blade (SF505) (Fig 17) was uncovered. A circular collar or
ferrule through which a pole-like haft could be fitted at right angles was the feature which allowed it to
be interpreted as most likely being a large mattock type of digging or tilling tool. Although commonly
illustrated in medieval books concerning gardening, agriculture or the building industry (Fig 18), such a
hand tool is rarely found in early medieval archaeological contexts and even less so in a Pictish or early
monastic context of the 7/8th century AD. This prompted the decision to leave the object until it could
be lifted and removed to the museum, therefore it received only the minimum of cleaning, but its shape
was clear enough to draw it in situ. Lifting was accomplished by Rachel Barrowman and Ian Mchardy
in 2004 who turned it into a block with chemicals and plaster and then undercut, wrapped and boxed it.
They delivered it to the Stornaway Museum conservationist Mark Elliot who attempted to clean and
conserve it. Unfortunately it was only possible to stabilise the ferrule collar, while the body of the blade
became totally fragmented into very tiny pieces due to the lack of surviving iron (Plate. 34).

Plate 36. Rachel and Ian treating the mattock blade before lifting it and transferring it to Stornaway
Museum.

Fig 17. Iron Mattock (SF 505). as drawn in situ in context (43).

Plate. 34. Laboratory conservation in Stornaway museum revealed that most of the blade metal had
corroded to a very thin fragmented sheet. Further work and reconstruction was considered
unproductive.

Fig 18. A medieval illustration of a gardening mattock.
Special finds
From context 53 SF 384 Flint flakes x2

Period 3 Phase 2 Early Medieval Roundhouse (Fig. 19)

After a period of occupation the spreading accumulated ash mound of hearth (34) has greatly expanded
and new stone settings (33) have been introduced in an attempt to contain the spread of the ash.
Loosely associated with this event is a further floor deposit (36) of mixed of blackened clay and hearth
ash layered deposits. The worktop slabs (50) most likely remained in use, but most likely towards the
end of the phase they became covered by the expanding hearth ash mound. Within the hearth itself a
deposit of clay with stones (91) may define some placement for cooking utensils.

Fig 19. Period 3 Phase 2 Early Medieval
Positioned against the inner face of the house wall at almost equidistance from each other are four
features. Three of them (39, 41b and 48) are settings of stones and the fourth (49) is a hollow packed
with clay and containing a stone slab laid flat on the bottom. Feature (41b) was thought to be a
modified continuation of the stone built box-like structure of Phase 1 (41a), but on reflection it is more
likely that in Phase 2 an entirely new feature is made, which is smaller and more pit like. However the
presence of features of differing Phases/Periods at identical locations such as this one is not unusual
and in this particular case, in the next phase of this period, another new feature is installed in this place.
At present the function of these features is unknown, but the precise positioning around the room is
suggestive of the segmented activities of the cosmological model, but could also just be practical coincidence. In the northern floor area is a shallow pit 0.28m in diameter. Close to it to the east another
unstructured rectangular shaped hearth of burnt peat soil (44) is located and a further small circular
slightly mounded unstructured hearth positioned between the central hearth and the entrance. A single
line of set stones (45) runs from the inside north edge of the doorway to the north-east corner of the

central hearth. This almost replicates the radial partition of the later phase suggesting that access to the
north sleeping area is barred from that direction from the entrance, again conforming to the
cosmological model.
Many of the pits (39, 41, 81, and 44) are capped with grey yellow hued glacial clay (40, 42, 46 and 49).
Other patches of this clay, such as (51), are found as thin layers in discrete patches. Pit (37) is now seen
to cut the clay cap (46) of hearth pit (39).
Some new structural additions appear around this time, including a dense setting of small stones and
pebbles (55) on the southern side of the central hearth, which probably formed a placement for further
cooking utensils. At around the same time pebble deposits were introduced into the room in general,
most likely as a floor covering surface, which to a large extent was subsequently trampled back out of
the house leaving just a few small patches remaining, especially at the entrance threshold (47), around
the south side and in smaller areas around the hearth and the west side. Structural room division (45)
still appear to remain in use and the box-like stone feature (48) is most likely still in use in this period.
Subsidiary unstructured hearths are still being actively used. Hearth 52a is still in use midway between
the entrance and the central hearth, but it is now joined by another (52b) closer to the entrance. Within
the entrance passage is a further dispersed hearth or significant ash deposit (56). None of these small
fireplaces need be more than midge deterrents, possibly only used for a single specific midge attack.
Seven assorted beach cobble pounders, grinders and hammerstones were found in this phase. These are
identified by the capital letter C on the excavation plan. Significantly they are all located from north to
south down the east side of the room, but why the eastern side rather than the western where work
activities are, according to the cosmological theory, supposed to take place is inexplicable unless the
practical use of the light afforded by the entrance is more important.
A significant change in this phase is the apparent elimination of any possible post settings and the
introduction of glacial clays to cap and level the many pit and hollows. Also noticeable is the continued
presence along the edge of the north-west side of the house wall of some of the larger stones attributed
to the remnants of the earlier Iron Age roundhouse. This side of the room is still sloped up higher than
the rest and some of the medieval accumulating occupation floor deposits do not appear to have spread
completely over the earlier Iron Age level. It is more likely that these deposits have been worn away or
deliberately removed and reduced.
A very visible old infilled rat burrow has destroyed the deposits along the whole inner length of the
southern wall.
Special finds
From context 34 SF 385 Flint flakes x4
From context 40: SF 382 Unworked quartz collection; SF 388 Flint flake
From context 46 SF 386 Flint flakes x5
From context 55 SF 370 Flint chip

Period 3 Phase 3 Final Early Medieval Roundhouse (Fig. 20)
With apparent abruptness the whole nature of the internal arrangement within the house is changed in
this phase. The central hearth (18) is significantly enlarged to a 1.5m square, defined by vertically set
stones, taking up as much of the floor space area as any one of the quadrants and the western quadrant

is reduced to almost passage proportions. The vertically set tabular edging stones are generally all
larger than any used previously although the stones on the west side were already in place in the
previous phase as edging to the worktop. Stones of the former southern side are now smothered by ash
(17) from the hearth and have disappeared well inside the bounds of the new hearth.

Fig 20. Period 3 Phase 3. Final early medieval.
The whole floor area was now filled with damp and slick blackened peat soil, which is regarded as the
surface of a continually accumulating occupation deposit floor. Structural features became much more
clearly defined and resolve themselves into a very large square hearth edged with unusually large
vertically set slabs of stone (17). From each corner of the hearth square partitions of vertically set
stones radiate to the inner face of the house wall thus forming four cells or compartments, one to each
side of the hearth square (8, 10, 20 and 24). In this respect there is considerable affinity with the
wheelhouses of the late Iron Age. Pressure from the re-occupation and the demolition material bought
crashing down when the houses were demolished in recent times, has most likely caused the vertically
set structural elements to begin to lean at various angles and there is some slight evidence for a little
post-occupation displacement since rat activity is destructive at every level.
The radial room divisions (29, 30, 31 and 32)(Pl. 37,38) that angle out from the corners of the hearth
are strongly defined with generally larger stones than have been used before. However some of the
apparent strength of features may be due to this being the final phase of a long period of occupation
starting in the Iron Age Phase 1 period with each subsequent period and phase reusing and modifying
whatever features are present and also reusing any available stonework until this final occupation phase
after which no further modifications are made to the internal features and presumably little robbing of
the internal stone built features takes place.

Plates. 37-38. Room division line (29) and (32).
Division 32 at the north-east corner matches the massive nature of the hearth edge stone and together
they form a virtual barrier for the northern compartment or cell. The compartments, in keeping with the
cosmological model, are not standardised, each reflect different activities and functions and each one
has its own characteristics. Moving clockwise the entrance quadrant (20) is devoid of features, acting
as a form of formal entrance hall. Next the southern quadrant (24) is literally packed with features
giving the impression that this was the busiest area within the house. Feature (41c)(Pl. 42) appears to
supersede the small stone edged pit (41b) of the previous phase, being transformed into a large bowl
like stone lined feature, and perhaps made water proof with a skin lining. A drain (12)(Pl. 41), defined
by vertical side stones (11), running close around the inner face of the house wall was certainly used by
the rats, yet it drains nowhere and is restricted between the radial quadrant division lines. Also within
the quadrant are a number of small features of clay (13), which could merely be a discarded blocks, a
structure of small stones in clay forming a vertical edge (25), but undecipherable and a small circular
hearth (23)(Pl. 39). This however could be a dump of material from the main hearth although there is
an identical hearth (22)(Pl. 40) in the western quadrant (10). This, as described above, is a very narrow,
passage-like quadrant due to the increased area allocated to the central hearth. As an area supposedly
given to craft activities and the seating place of the most important member of any formal gathering
around the fire, it appears to have become diminished to little more than a passage. Apart from the
small hearth (22) there are no other features and it is as vacant as the eastern entrance quadrant on the
opposite side of the house.

Plates 39-40. Burnt deposits or small discrete hearths (23) and (22)

Plate 41. Section across drain (12)
Finally the northern quadrant (8) has an unusually large vertically set slab of rock on its side of the
hearth square. Also the radial partition at the doorway side appears to be substantially constructed of
vertically set stone slab, although much of the stonework had become slightly displaced and had
collapsed due to being undermined by the rats. The combination of these to enclosing factors appear to
make this compartment approachable only from around the hearth from the west adding weight to the
suggestion that the west quadrant is little more than a passage. On arrival one is almost hidden behind
the vertically set partitions and hearth surround, a suitable sleeping place perhaps with the stone barrier
a possible practical means of preventing serious injury by burns during the night.
At some time, late in the phase, the southern area in general and some of the features in the house, are
capped or levelled with a spread of glacial clay (16).

Plate 42. Feature (41c) capped with clay (16).
The general occupation deposits are numbered and treated separately in each quadrant, however they
all appear to be mixed variations of dark brown clay peat soils, with trampled in ash from the central
hearth. Significant amounts of hearth ash are trampled into the deposit in cell (20) opposite the entrance

and this condition is continued in the entrance passage floor deposit (26). Stone in the passage
threshold may be a deliberate placing to alleviate possible muddy conditions, however they may also
be stones left from the blocking of the doorway in the 18th century shieling period and then again they
could be a residue of the discarded building stone left from the final destruction of the house. If either
of the two last cases is correct then they should have been removed and not drawn on this phase plan.
The floor of the passage (26) is of mixed burnt and unburnt peat soil accumulations that most likely
result from tracking dirt into and out of the house.
The roundhouse was left with pottery fragments on the floor surface, which becomes covered with a
silty peat soil (4) (Period 4), which possibly accumulates over a very long period of apparent dis-use
until the late 18th century. There is no collapsed or fallen walling stone mixed with, over or under this
formation. This indicates that the building remained intact and the walls protected with a stone
corbelled roof. Some intrusive pottery fragments, earlier and later, are mixed within this deposit
indicating rat interference.
The Ceramics
One of the most graphic finds from this phase and from the whole excavation of this house is the
remains of a large number of pots shattered on the surface or pressed into the soft ashy soils of the final
floor/hearth ash accumulation. The overriding impression is of a sudden and possibly violent
evacuation of the building.
The vessels lying on the surface or pushed into the upper ash around the edges and inside the hearth
were large bucket shaped pottery vessels with sides rising vertically to plain flat tipped rims. Many of
them were covered with thick friable deposits of carbonised peat soil. These vessels had not been
excessively trampled since the fragments were large and found together in single vessel groups.
The partially reconstructed pottery from these deposits has been identified by Dr Ewan Campbell as
being Plain Pictish Ware compatible with the early medieval 7th to 8th century date at present proposed
for the occupation of these beehive roundhouses (Fig. 21)(Pl. 43). There is no discernable variety
displayed in any of the pottery recovered from the three phases of this period.

Plate 43. A partially reconstructed vessel of Pictish Plain Ware from the last occupation surface.
Carbonised peat adhered to much of the surface at one time.

Fig 21. Pictish Plain Ware vessel from the surface of the central hearth ash deposit (17).

Special finds
From context 8 SF 104 Cobble bi-facial grindstone; SF 380 Flint x2; SF 381 Quartz x2
From context 10 SF 91 Cobble hammerstone; SF 387 Quartz collection; SF 389 Mudstone flake
From context 11 SF 328 Cobble grindstone
From context 17 SF 97 Cobble grindstone
From context 24 SF 383 Flint flakes x2
From context 29 SF 307 Mudstone spatula

Fig 21. SF 91
Fig 22. SF 97
Cobble Hammerstone Cobble Grindstone

Fig 23. SF 104
Cobble bi-facial grindstone

Fig 24. SF 328
Cobble grindstone

Fig 25. SF 307 Mudstone spatula

Plate 44. SF 307 Mudstone spatula

Comments
Phase 3 is defined by a radical re-arrangement of the internal features within the house. The changes
are so great that this must be considered as much more than a gradual evolution of domestic
architecture almost unconsciously undertaken by the same social group. There is a high possibility that
there is a change in occupants and a corresponding change in the requirements of those new occupants.
Alternatively the site may retain the same social group, but this particular house is required to function
in a different way than previously.
The actual function of this roundhouse in this particular phase is not entirely clear. The hearth appears
too massive in relation to the surrounding floor space, especially the western quadrant. Lying around
the edges and inside the hearth were the shattered remains of a number of large bucket shaped pottery
vessels covered with thick friable deposits of carbonised peat soil. These vessels had not been
excessively trampled since the fragments were large and grouped together, suggesting breakage on the
floor surface after which they were little disturbed. The evidence suggests that this could be a sweat
house and the vessels containers of water set to fill the room with steam. Collaborating evidence either
from documentary evidence or excavated parallels in this matter are very much desired.
If it is possible that the site begins as a normal domestic residence of the Pictish period, which is given
over to the monks this could be the significant alteration in architectural form that defines the event.
However there are still strong elements that tie the internal arrangements to the Iron Age.

Plate 45. Final early medieval phase from the west. Hut A in bottom right corner.
The general appearance of the surface was that it was totally undisturbed from this, the last day of its
use. In this situation it is tempting to think that the inhabitants, monks or otherwise, were the victims of
the Viking who must have been in the region by this time.

Period 4 Medieval and post medieval to 18th century – Disuse and abandonment?
After the apparently sudden abandonment of the house in the early medieval period, possibly due to
Norse aggression since it is unlikely that the Norsemen would have tolerated such an enclave in their
midst, there appears to be a long period of total abandonment and neglect until the building is re-used
as a summer shieling or general shelter in the late 18th century (Period 5). The excavations at the
blackhouse site HI 15 on Eilean na Tighe there is evidence for a late Norse farmstead loosely dated to
the 13/14th century, but thereafter the archaeological record is blank until the 18th century. The only
evidence for activity on the islands during the blank medieval years may reside in the two chapels, one
on Eilean na Tighe and one on Eilean Mhuir, but neither building has been dated securely.
The only context associated with this period is context 4, which appears to be a relatively sterile silty
soil accumulation beginning sharply at its interface with the early medieval levels and merging
gradually with the lower part of context (3) of the 18th century shieling (Period 5).

Special finds
From context 4: SF 372 Mudstone scraper

Fig 26. SF 372 mudstone scraper.

Plate 46. SF 372 Mudstone scraper.

Comment
The archaeological/historical work which has so far been accomplished over the past decade is in no
sense of the word comprehensive. There is still a great deal of archaeology still left unrecorded, hidden
under peat, scree and below many of the visible archaeological sites, which have been recorded in our
survey. The missing pieces of the picture almost certainly reside there, because although there may
frequently be times throughout history and prehistory when the islands are deserted and abandoned,
such times will most likely not be prolonged for the value of the land is too great to ignore. The answer
therefore is that we have either not yet excavated at a place where the evidence exists or that the
material culture is so poor that it leaves little physical evidence to be found.
If people did either occupy or use the islands then it is unlikely that the houses at Annat were ignored.
The archaeological evidence indicates that the houses, being completely built of stone were
impervious to the ravages of time, remained roofed. The location, with access to the sea, some small
areas of the better quality land, combined with the very important condition of a ready made roofed
shelter would make them a valuable asset in what could at times be a quite hostile environment if only
for an occasional overnight shelter.

Period 5. 18th century re-use as a seasonal shieling (Fig. 28, Pl. 47)

Plate 47. 18th Century level with hearth 5 against the east wall. From the west

Fig 28. Excavation plan at the 18th century re-occupation shieling “floor” level

Removing the loose displaced stonework and peaty silt soils from the Period 6 dismantling of the
building the soil became darker and more compacted, with abundant inclusions of burnt hearth soils
(3), and with only some remaining displaced stones pressed into the surface of (3) in evidence. On
clearing the embedded displaced stones the upper surface of a large mounded unstructured hearth of
orange burnt peat soil (5), some 25 to 30 centimetres thick, set against the inner curve of the north east
wall of the house was revealed. Large fragments of fragile carbonised cellular whale bone were found
along with a small assemblage of late 18th century handmade pottery in the lower levels of the
presumed floor accumulation (3). Noticeably absent from the ceramic assemblage were thick robust
sherds belonging to the larger, heavy shouldered, craggan milking pots and eating bowls commonly
found in 19th and early 20th centuries Shiant assemblages at the blackhouse site HI 15 on Eilean an
Tighe.

Fig 29. Section through the shieling hearth ash deposit (5).
The shieling ‘floor’ level was penetrated from below by many blocks of stone belonging to earlier
structures, some of which stood vertically for up to 0.10m above floor level. However the occupants
do not appear to have considered them inconvenient and may even have found some practical use for
these projecting slabs of rock that imposed on their occasional living space. In fact there was no
evidence to suggest that the internal area of the houses was altered or cleared in any way.
The same apparent acceptance for the conditions found in their re-occupation, whenever that was,
initially appears to apply to the positioning of the hearth against the eastern inner wall face. There is no
formal structure related to it and it was started immediately upon an uneven surface of stone blocks set
within an earlier accumulating floor deposit (Period 3 above). The hearth itself is nothing more than a
simple bonfire, and its accumulation of up to 0.30m of mounded peat ash shows no layering or other
structuring which would indicate a sequence of fires. In section it shows only a disorganised mass of
orange lumps of ash, which may either indicate that ash from earlier fires was cleaned out before the
last seasonal use of the sheiling/house or that the fire ash and embers had been frequently stirred
around.

Plate 48. Section of hearth ash (5) showing a bland 'lumpy' texture.
Activity by the resident rat population was clearly visible in both old collapsed and newly opened
burrows.

Plate 49. Open rat burrow through hearth 5 deposit.
The excavation plan shows the entrance full of displaced stonework (14), which is the levelled
demolition stone left unexcavated and should be disregarded. When removed the entrance 'floor' was
composed of the same trampled accumulation (3) and interface deposits (context 4 Period 4) which
covered most of the interior.
Comment
During the 18th century and possibly earlier, these roundhouses would have provided a convenient
ready built shieling complex at a place where the stock on Garbh Eilean could be gathered together.
The evidence of a hearth being used in the 18th century before the building was dismantled indicates
that they were still standing at least until the islands population was displaced at the latter end of the
century.
The fact that the presence of stone “huts” by the coast at Annat is not remarked upon by the many
visitors is perhaps not surprising since sometimes quite large and complex groups of shieling huts are a

common sight throughout the highlands and islands and would not necessarily draw undue attention.
Although there was no physical evidence it is possible that by the eighteenth century the huts had been
in use as shielings for many centuries and their original function and origins generally forgotten apart
from the survival of the Annat place name. By the time the Ordinance Survey began detailed mapping
in the islands the roundhouses houses were long gone, dismantled, grassed over and dismissed, by the
succession of new shepherds with their families who had replaced the former island community and
who may have been responsible for the destruction of these ancient buildings and the initial
construction of the sheep fank complex.

Period 6. The late 18th/early 19th century destruction of the roundhouses and the
construction of sheep management facilities - to the present day.
The fact that both roundhouses appear to have been reduced to their bottom couple of courses indicates
that this was no natural decay and collapse, but a deliberate slighting of the structure and the removal
of more than 50% of the stonework. Also the natural collapse of such a structure would have left a
mound of tumbled masonry, but when surveyed, apart from house A, the area was grassed over and the
surface levels conformed to the apparent natural slope of the landscape. Both of the other roundhouses,
Band C, were identifiable only as a curve of a few barely visible stones of the surviving inner wall. In
fact the general impression was that, although when the turf and topsoil was removed the underlying
demolition rubble was in a discordant jumble, the surface had been deliberately levelled after the stone
required for other building work had been removed. To some extent this is borne out by the fact that the
sunken entrance passage had been filled with small flat stones (14) to the present ground surface only.
Presumably this landscaping was undertaken in order to facilitate the control of stock in and around the
new sheep fank complex.
The final deliberate destruction of the houses is likely to have occurred in order to produce building
stone with to construct the sheep fank and associated field walls. On the 1st edition OS map of 1854
whatever existed at that time are described as Ruins, but more importantly houses B and C do not
appear on the map at all proving that their destruction must have been before that date. Since the
resident population had been removed in the late 18th century and replaced by a succession of
individual shepherding family this destruction and building activity most likely took place early in the
19th century. No doubt with the first family the construction of the HI 15 blackhouse took precedence
while the fank and field walls must have been a secondary consideration. This is chronology is also
supported by the fact that the mass of demolition stonework lay directly upon deposits containing 18th
century pottery and it is logical to assume therefore that the roof stone and much of the walling had
been robbed in the late 18th or early 19th centuries, to construct the sheep fank and its associated field
walls. This may reflect the social changes which were occurring on the islands with the displacement of
the islands community in favour of a single shepherding family in the late 18th century or the institution
of modern sheep farming in the early 19th century, which would require the gathering of stock at
various convenient locations on all three main islands.
The 1854 edition of the Ordinance Survey clearly shows two buildings at the east and west terminals of
the enclosure or cashel wall (Fig 1). Our excavations and evaluation trenches have shown that the two
early roundhouses (A and B) were most likely levelled and substantially robbed of their manageable
stonework to build the currently standing sheep fank and associated enclosure walls. The building
depicted on the map may therefore be the possible shieling hut A, which was clearly visible at the time
of our survey and does have a more squared shape to its structural plan. The Ordnance surveyors did
not recognise the western arm of the cashel enclosure wall, which is not shown on their map, however

its line to the south, if drawn, would reach the west side of the building as it does in reality forming the
back, west wall of building A, whereas roundhouse B is built further to the east away from the
enclosure wall.
The eastern building is shown smaller and built opposite on the inner edge of the enclosure east wall
terminal. At this time the it because we have no documentary evidence pertaining to the construction of
the sheep fank it is difficult to know whether this is the fank or the sunken building D into which the
fank had been built.

The excavations

Fig 30. Phase 6. N-S section of contexts 1, 2 and 3.

Fig 31. Phase 6. W-E section of contexts 1, 2 and 3.

Around most of the house wall circuit only the bottom, largest walling stones are left; most likely these
were found to be too heavy and bothersome to remove or too deeply covered by other displaced
stonework. This destruction is characterised by a mass of stone (2) in the central house area covering
the shieling level. Much of the stone left behind was in the form of large tabular slabs which almost
certainly derive from a stone corbelled roof. There were also large amounts of smaller cobble sized
stones in the mass of cast down stone, which may almost certainly be interpreted as a large part of the
discarded wall core earth and stone filling. Below the demolition rubble of (3) the peat soil became
blacker and more compact with abundant inclusions of burnt hearth soils consequently the lower part of
Context 3 was given a separate number (4) although there was no sharply defined interface.

Plates 50-51. Initial removal of the turf showing the demolition rubble infilling the remaining house
structure. Note large boulders from recent rock falls.
In 2002 the excavation of roundhouse (B) began with the setting up of quadrant grid up across the
internal space and outer walls of the roundhouse, and the turf and a topsoil of brown friable peaty earth
and hill wash silts (Context 1) was removed. This immediately revealed a mass jumbled displaced
basalt stone blocks and slabs, which represent the remnants of the walls and roof of the roundhouse left
after the building had been demolished to provide material for the construction of the modern sheep
fank and associated field walls. Uppermost in this mass of displaced material were a number of large
elongated slabs, which had almost certainly been used for the corbelled roof of the roundhouse. These
large corbel slabs were most likely to heavy and cumbersome to comfortably remove. The bulk of the
remaining material consisted of smaller blocky rocks more suited to the lower courses of the vertical
walls. All of this building material was within a matrix of dark brown compact peaty soil (2). A
selection of the best and largest corbel lintels have been left laid out on display at the side of the house.
Since this material was obviously displaced demolition rubble, which retained no structural integrity it
was only recorded photographically before removal. Rat burrowing was extensive throughout this
deposit and the rats, if not actually in residence, had been recently. There was very little cultural
material.

Plates 52-53. The demolition deposit of large walling blocks and tabular roof corbelling slabs.
At some time, currently put at the later 18th century, this standing stone corbelled beehive house was
utilised as a shieling hut. At that time the floor of the interior was quite level, but its surface was
penetrated vertically for up to 0.10m by many stones, some very substantial, belonging to the room
compartments of the last early medieval phase of occupation. The incoming occupants of the 18th
century appear little impeded or deterred by these obstructions and presumably they found some use for
them. They made no alterations and added nothing apart from making a large unstructured hearth (5),
in which a large open rat burrow was revealed in the section, against the east wall to the north of the
entrance. The cosmological model had long since been forgotten.
There is little occupation deposit other than a layer (3) barely distinguishable from the sterile
abandonment deposit and most likely mixed with not a little of it. However large lumps of fragile
carbonised whale bone were found in the fireplace ash (5) and an assemblage of 18th century handmade
pottery was recovered from within the lower levels of deposit (3). Noticeably absent were examples of
the larger heavy shouldered craggan pots that begin to appear in the 19th century.
During an intensive inspection by Linda in 2009 of the modern sheep fank that the southern wall of the
fank was built inside an already existing wall. This observation raises the strong possibility that there is
another roundhouse in this position, which has had its walls and roof removed down to ground level
and the fank fitted tightly within the hollow of the interior of the hut.
This may have considerable bearing on the problem of determining whether this site is a small early
Christian monastic establishment. One of the missing elements of such an establishment has been the
presence of a chapel. One of the few places where it could possibly stand is to the east of the monks
cells where it could be seen from their east facing entrances, in other words set against the enclosure
wall where the fank now stands.
Continued in Part 4

