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“Were not our hearts burning within us
while he talked with us on the road
and opened the Scriptures to us?”
— Luke 24:32 (NIV)
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Our Christian Education Catalog
Christian Education is very important to us, to our church, and
hopefully to you and your children. As we have written in other places,
those of us who are followers of Christ are called to be disciples.
Disciples, like those who followed Jesus so faithfully, are “students” or
“learners.” That’s what the Greek word, disciple, means. We cannot be
serious about following Jesus if we are not learning and growing and
striving to become more and more like Christ. That’s what these
classes and opportunities will help you
do.
All of us have been charged by our
pastor, Rev. Bruce Jones, to take at
least one learning opportunity in the
coming year. We encourage you to be
in more than one, but all of us should
take at least one class or attend Sunday
School this year.
We, who are responsible for the Discipleship and Spiritual Growth
of each church family and participant, are excited about all the
learning opportunities that are presented in this booklet.
Please look over this catalog and select one or two classes that may be
of interest to you.
We offer many convenient ways for you to fulfill your desire to be
in at least one class. Some are on Sundays during the Sunday School
hour. Some are on Sunday evenings. Some are on weeknights, and a
couple are during the daytime for those who do not like going out at
night. Some are short term-classes. Some will be a season of learning
for you. We encourage you to pick a class or two, put it on your
calendar and plan now to attend; even more, commit to yourself that
you will be in one or more of these classes.

Sunday School: from Kids to
Adults
We have a Sunday School class for
virtually every age. So no matter how old
you are, or how old your kids are, there
will be a class for you and for them. Read
the descriptions below and select a class
for you, and others for your children.
Children up to 5th Grade:
Sunday School hour begins at 9:45 with an opening in the Sanctuary
followed by grade specific small group follow up in the classrooms.
There are classes available for children of all ages 2 through 5th grade.
We will be using the weekly curriculum published by Route 52 this
year. Route 52 is a weekly curriculum that helps young children talk
about God and thank him for what he made; celebrate God's Son,
Jesus, and begin to follow him; and practice doing what God's Word
says.
If you have any questions about our ministries for and with
children, contact Carrie Summers at 301-934-0277.
Middle Highs & Senior Highs:
Youth Sunday School is divided into Middle High and Senior High
classes. Both classes will be using curriculum this year that encourages
exploration and claiming one’s personal faith. The Middle School youth
will be using Encounter and the Senior High classes will be using
Bluefish Video Studies and High School Talksheets. Youth go directly to
their classrooms at 9:45 and are dismissed at 10:45. Polly Boggs and
Gwen Todd will work with the Middle School youth in Conference
Room 2 while the High School youth gather in the youth room with Jim
Risley and John Donaldson. If you have questions about anything
youth related please contact Corrie Roberts, our Youth Leader, at 301934-1328 or Sharron Brown, Sunday School Coordinator at 240-6874084.
Adults of All Ages:
For adults, we have three class choices. Our Young Adult class is
led by Susan Matteson and Jessica Tompkins. And Julie Robbins
teaches adults of any age. Both of these Adult Sunday School classes

will finish a 12 lesson study on Prayer by David Healey in the fall with 5
lessons left. They will then decide on the rest of the year’s topics/
studies when they return in the fall.
Renowned researcher, Dr. Rollie Hower teaches an adult Sunday
School class. This class looks at current findings in biblical archaeology
& text research, and learns about the history of biblical lands to get
behind the cultural and historical aspects of different books from the
Bible. All adults are welcome.
Youth Ministry
Our Youth Ministry is open to all youth in grades 6 – 12 who want
to explore their faith, grow closer to God and be in Christian
fellowship. Activities fall under five areas: education & exploration,
worship, fellowship, service and witnessing. Several activities and
events are held each month. Contact Corrie Roberts, our youth leader,
at (301) 934-1328 for more information. Information can also be
found on the website in the youth section, or pick up a Youth Ministry
brochure from the information table or church office. Various service
events, retreats and fun fellowship events are held during the year,
while some of our regular events include:
Youth Group: held once a month, usually the first Sunday of each
month, and is designed for fellowship and exploration of one’s
relationship with God and others. Join us from 12:00 – 2:00 in the
youth room, lunch is included.
Bible Study: held several times a year from 6:00 – 6:30 on Friday
evenings before game night and focuses on studying and exploring
God's word. Each study stands alone, so feel free to come to one or all
of them. Friends are welcome! Youth Bible Study will be offered on:
Sept. 23, Oct. 21, Feb. 24, April 28.

Confirmation Class
Confirmation Class is scheduled for this school year of 2016-17.
Rev. Jones and Corrie Roberts will team teach confirmation together
again and in this way tie it more
clearly to what’s going on in youth
group as well. The specific schedule
has not yet been set, but typically
Confirmation is every other week on
Sundays, either just after Youth

Group, or just before. Watch The Grapevine for more details and
when to sign up. Confirmation is for 7th & 8th graders typically, but
older youth who have not taken confirmation are encouraged to join in
as well. At the end of the course, students and parents together get to
decide if the young person is ready to become a full member of the
church.

Other Learning Opportunities for Children
Kid’s Church
Kid's Church is held during the 11:00 traditional worship service on
the 1st, 3rd & 4th Sundays. Children go to worship with their families,
then are escorted to the Youth Room after the Children's Moment
each week to participate in worship on their level. Kid’s Church is led
by Carol Sorenson and Tina McCormick.
Children’s Bible Studies
This will be a big year for our 2nd graders! In October they will
receive their very own Bible in a special dedication ceremony on
Children’s Sabbath. It’s a very touching opportunity for our kids to
dedicate themselves to reading the Bible and learning God’s word.
We’ll follow that up with a “Bible Exploration Night” in January where
we’ll dive into those Bibles and learn more about how to use them and
where to find all of these great stories they’ve been hearing about in
Sunday School.
Small group Bible Studies will be offered twice this year for children
in 3rd thru 5th grades. Three week sessions will be held in October
and April on Friday evenings. Watch The Grapevine for more specifics.
We will offer many other opportunities to get involved for
children and families as well including quarterly family fun nights,
our annual Christmas Pageant, Easter Family Fun Day, flower
planting and more. We are always in need of
volunteers who are passionate about working with
the children of our church or are just looking for a
way to give back to the community.

Pastor’s Monday Night Study Series
(PMNS)
On the Monday after Labor Day, Rev. Jones
begins his eighth year of Pastor’s Monday Night

Studies. He has six very interesting classes planned to run throughout
this coming school year. This year, he is starting with a Study by
Melissa Spoelstra entitled Joseph: The Journey to Forgiveness. This
class will run 6 weeks and end in mid-November. He has a wonderful
Advent class planned, by Mike Slaughter, Christmas Is Not Your
Birthday. He will follow that with a Rob Renfroe book called A Way
Through the Wilderness and another Adam Hamilton book called HalfTruths. And the last class is called,
Revival, back by popular demand. Here
are the classes and dates:
Joseph: Journey to
Forgiveness
Sept 12 — Nov 14
Christmas is Not Your
Birthday
Nov 21 — Dec 19
A Way Through the Wilderness Jan 9 — Feb 13
Half-Truths
Feb 27 — March 27
Revival
April 3 — May 15
Watch The Grapevine and church announcements for sign-up
opportunities. For more information, call the church office or email
Pastor Bruce at bajones15@gmail.com.

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
Bible Study is offered Wednesday mornings beginning September 7
till May 17. We meet in Conference Room 2 at 9:30 for study and
usually end about 11:00. This year we will start with Half-Truths by
Adam Hamilton, followed by: Invisible War by Chip Ingram, Finding
Freedom from Worry & Stress, a Women of Faith Study by Thelma
Wells, and Heaven, Hell and Life After Death. These studies are open
to both men and women. This group is very welcoming and lots of fun,
please join us! Please contact Corrie Roberts, the class facilitator, if you
are interested.

Disciple Bible Study
This fall The Disciple class schedules have been set and are as
follows:

Disciple Fast Track (Disciple I taught in 24 weeks instead of the
typical 34 weeks) will be taught on Tuesday evenings from 7:30 to 9:00
PM by Tom Hall. If you haven’t taken a Disciple Class before, this is the
class for you. You will read approximately 70% of the Bible, enhance
your personal faith journey, and have in depth discussions with your
class regarding the material. Orientation will be held Tuesday,
September 6 at 7:30 in the
Fellowship Hall, and classes will
start on Tuesday, September 20,
2016. This class is needed before
taking any other Disciple classes.
Disciple III, Remember Who
You Are, will be taught by Bill Evans on Thursday evenings from 7:009:00 PM. Disciple III focuses on the Prophets and The Letters of Paul.
Orientation will be held on Thursday, September 8, at 7:00 PM in the
Fellowship Hall, and classes will begin on Thursday, September 22,
2016. Disciple I is a prerequisite for this class.
Christian Believer will be taught by Susan Matteson on Thursday
evenings from 7:00-9:00 PM. Orientation will be held on Thursday,
September 8, at 7:00 PM in Conference Room I, and classes will begin
on Thursday, September 22, 2016. In this study we will look at the
classical doctrines that the church teaches while understanding our
own faith. Disciple I is a prerequisite for this class.
Please call the church office at 301-934-2288 to sign up for one of
these classes.

United Methodist Women Studies:
Our UMW Book Study
The La Plata UMW Reading group participates in this program by
meeting bi-monthly the second and fourth Tuesday morning at 10:00
AM in the church parlor. All women of the church are invited to join
the group to select the books for the 2016-17 reading program. The bi
-monthly discussion meetings last
approximately 1 hour and members take
turns leading the discussion of the assigned
reading selections. The discussion is very
informal with members sharing their
personal highlights/impacts of the readings.
The Reading Program encourages

members to think critically about current issues through an annual
selection of member-reviewed books. It offers an excellent
opportunity to deepen your spirituality and to broaden your
understanding of the UMW mission work. Books are organized into
five categories: Education for Mission, Leadership Development,
Nurturing for Community, Social Action and Spiritual Growth.
Members may read one to four books from each of the 5 categories as
well as regular reading of Response and New World Outlook UMW
magazines. The reading program year ends August 1 each year when
members report their readings during the year. Members participating
are recognized at the Baltimore-Washington East Annual Meeting in
October with a certificate. La Plata UMW has had the largest number
of readers the last three years.
The Reading Program is a study opportunity, but it should also lead
to action. The purpose of the program is to encourage United
Methodist Women members to:
 Expand understanding of and participation in God’s mission.
 Increase sensitivity to all today.
 Grow in understanding of Scripture as it relates to Christian
faith in contemporary life.
 Enhance self-knowledge and act from that knowledge.
 Strengthen involvement in local and global Christian mission.
Carolyn Rogers coordinates the La Plata UMW Reading
Program. Since books must be ordered in advance, contact her to join
(301-934-3157; cdrogers3@verizon.net). Or join us just to check it out
– visitors are always welcome!

The Evening Circle
The Evening Circle of our United Methodist Women will begin a
year-long, monthly study by Liz Cutis Higgs titled Bad Girls of the Bible.
The Evening Circle meets the first Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM in
the church parlor from September through May. Please call Julie
Robbins (301-392-0218) with any questions, or email her at
jk5oaks@comcast.net.
The Alpha Course
Nicky Gumbel has recorded all new videos for Alpha, and we have

acquired the newest set for our next offering of the Alpha Course. Our
Celebration/Kick-off dinner will be January 18 at 5:00 PM, and then the
course actually begins on Sunday evening, February 8, at 5:00 PM. The
Alpha Course is like a primer for all the other classes we teach. It is not
exactly “Christianity 101” but it is an important baseline for all who
want to grow in their faith. All new members are encouraged to take
the Alpha Course, and all those who have not yet taken it. Regardless
of how long you have been a member, you are strongly urged to go
through this class. You don’t have to be a member to take this class.
Even guests outside the church are welcome and encouraged to
participate. Karen Hamner is the facilitator and others also help out
with the organizing of this class. Each class consists of dinner, then a
video presentation by Nicky Gumbel, and then small group discussions
where you get to process and discuss the topic of that evening’s class.

For More Information, Please Contact:
Program Director, Susan Matteson
Discipleship Cluster Leader, Angie Barnes
Children’s Ministry Coordinator, Carrie Summers
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Youth Ministry Coordinator, Corrie Roberts
Adult Ministry Coordinator, Julie Robbins
Church Administrator, Karen Hamner
Pastor Bruce Jones
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301-934-2288
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