January 13, 2019

A Note from Pastor Susan
Dear Ones,
I hope everyone has made it through the Christmas Season! It truly is a wonderful time in the life of the church but there is a
quiet holiness that settles in after the season is over. Now comes time for the everyday holiness of working
for the Kingdom in many and varied ways. I give thanks for our church as a beacon in La Plata and
beyond. One of the most important callings of the church is to increase in faith and numbers. It has been
very exciting to me to be in the midst of impending baptisms, potential new members and new
confirmands making their way through the process of committing to Christ and the church. It is exciting to
be a Christian, a United Methodist, and serving God at La Plata United Methodist Church. If you have been
away from the family for a while, now is an excellent time to start coming again. If you come faithfully, take a moment this Sunday
and look around for someone you may not know or know well. Our family is growing and finding our way forward, hand-in-hand
with God, and with each other! Join in and be blessed!
His...and Yours,
Pastor Susan

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
Young Adult Activities Continue!- NEW

Our young adult Sunday School class started this past week. They
decided to focus on current events or talk about a different topic
each week, allowing someone to miss a week if needed and not
worry about falling behind. All young adults are invited! They meet
in the parlor Sunday mornings from 9:45 - 10:45 AM. This Sunday,
January 13, young adults are invited to meet at the La Plata Panera
at 5:30 PM for a time of fellowship and discussion.

United Methodist Women Meet Tuesday - NEW

by Mary Vance
There will be a UMW Meeting on Tuesday, January 15, at 7:00 PM in Fellowship
Hall #1. This year is the 150th Anniversary of UMW and the program will be Pledge to
Mission Service. This pledge is used to support local, national and global UMW
Outreach. All women of the church are invited and encouraged to attend to see what
amazing things the UMW does in service to our church and our community.

Pastor’s Monday Night Study Class Forming
Pastor Susan will offer “Unafraid” by Adam Hamilton beginning on Monday, January 21 at 7:30 in
Fellowship Hall 2. Drawing on recent research, inspiring real-life examples, and fresh biblical insight,
Hamilton shows how to untangle the knots we feel about disappointing others, failure, financial insecurity,
loneliness, insignificance, and aging. Then he helps readers understand and counter fears related to such
outsize perils as terrorism, death, and the apocalypse.
Writing with generosity and intelligence, Hamilton shows how believer and unbeliever alike can develop
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sustaining spiritual practices and embrace Jesus's recurring counsel: "Do not be afraid."For
anyone struggling with fear or wondering how families and communities can thrive in troubled
times, Unafraid offers an informed and inspiring message full of practical solutions. Books may
be found on Amazon.com, in Kindle and hardcover formats and also on Christianbooks.com.

ASP Kick-Off Meeting

by John Carns
The ASP kick-off meeting will be held on Sunday, Jan. 27 at 6:00 PM
in Fellowship Hall 1. If you have not already done so, please let John
Carns know you will be attending at carns@comcast.net or 301-8480060. Snacks and drinks will be provided.
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Cookies for College
It is an annual tradition for our youth to bake cookies to mail to our college students. Baking
will take place on Feb. 1 and we are now collecting
names and addresses. If you have a college student to
send a cookie care package to, please fill out a form
found on the back tables of the church or contact Corrie
Roberts. We would like to have all names and
addresses by January 27 so that we can plan
accordingly. Thank you! This is a fun way to remind
our college students that they are still a part of our
church family.

Family Game Night

by Tina Donaldson
Do the winter doldrums have you feeling down or lackluster? Please
join the Fellowship Ministries Team on Saturday, February 2nd from 6 to 9
PM in Fellowship Hall 2 as we host a “Minute to Win It” Family Game
Night. Come out and join us for a night of Family, Fellowship, Fun and
Laughter. Hotdogs and Snacks will be available . Hope to see you there!

Reminder about Snow Cancellations and Notifications- NEW

Our Sunday
Schedule at

La Plata UMC

8:30-Café Worship
11:00-Traditional
Worship

With the chance of wintry weather this weekend, we thought it would be a good time to
remind you about how you can find out about
snow cancellations. If wintry weather is
predicted on a Sunday morning, the leaders of
the church will make a decision around 6:00 AM
and decide whether to cancel Café Worship or
cancel both services. Sunday School will be
cancelled if both services are called off. If only
Café is cancelled, we will make a separate
decision about Sunday School. We will let the
congregation know by posting a message on
Facebook (our church page is “La Plata Umc”)
and by posting a notice on our web site’s
homepage.

Birthdays and Anniversaries
LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE:
New Members Wanted! - NEW
Are you a member of La Plata UMC? Would you like to be?
The pastor is receiving members into the family of faith at La
Plata Church in February. If you are interested in standing with
your church family and making a commitment to Christ and to
His Church, please mark the appropriate box on your
attendance pad or call the church office. Pastor will contact you
back as soon as possible. THANKS!

Ministry Opportunity- NEW

by Carol Sorenson, Food Pantry Director
The La Plata UMC Food Pantry serves hundreds of
people from our community each week on Wednesday’s
from 2:30 – 4:00. Many volunteers are needed to make
this happen. For various reasons, we have lost a
number of our regular volunteers, and this has put a
strain on the remaining volunteers. We are in
desperate need of more volunteers for the following
positions:












Bagging Panera Pastries on Wednesday mornings
in the Church Annex. You can come in anytime in
the morning and have the pastries and breads
wrapped and ready by 2:00 PM.
Picking up Bread and Pastries at Weis Market on
Saturday morning by 8:30 AM, bring it back to the
Food Pantry, weigh it, and store it in the chest freezer in the shed. You willneed an orientation
and a name tag.
Picking up frozen meats and canned goods at the Southern Maryland Food Bank at 7:30 on
Monday mornings. This job requires lifting cases of canned goods and is usually completed
by 9:00 AM.
Putting together food bags in the Pantry basement.
Stocking shelves and breaking down boxes.
Work the distribution table to greet the clients and hand out the food.
Work the registration table and hand out bread, pastries and produce.
Distributing the USDA food to the clients that qualify.

This is a very rewarding ministry. If you are looking for just the right place to volunteer, give me a
call at 301-538-4157, or call the church office at 301-934-2288.

Our People:
Prayer Requests:

Please pray for Karyl Beveridge, who is now in Sagepoint
Rehab.
Gayle Wilkerson, who is Patsy Bergerstock’s sister, is
recovering with Patsy after a stay in the hospital.
Katrina Gessner is at home and doing well. She is grateful
for all the prayers.
Joyce Dean is at home and awaiting test results. She
requests no visits but appreciate cards and prayers.

Thursday, January 10
Friday, January 11
Saturday, January 12
Stuart Douglas
Stephanie Robertson
Sunday, January 13
Donald Rowe
Kali Chiusano
Sara Robertson-13
Monday, January 14
Brian Pope
Lauren Warring
Tuesday, January 15
Deanie Fairfax
John Donaldson
Luke Roberts-20
Wednesday, January 16
Mike Rainwater
Sharon Ferguson
Thursday, January 17
George Berts
Lisa Stone
Amanda Knott
Martin Shatzer
Tyler & Katie
McConnell-10
Friday, January 18
Rebecca Maddox
Saturday, January 19
Sunday, January 20
Michael Bradford

SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS:
Confirmation Class starts this Sunday!- NEW
Twelve of our 7th and 8th grade youth will be going through the confirmation process! This is such an exciting time for our youth
as they take this next step on their faith journey. Pastor Susan, Sue Carns and Corrie Roberts will be leading the class with
Confirmation Sunday on May 19. The mentors this year are amazing congregation members who have agreed to walk alongside our
youth and provide support and prayer. We ask you to be praying for our youth and mentors during the next few months as they
move through the process. Our students and mentors are: Haley Elliott and Cheryl Smith, Matthew Green and Kathy Cox, Joey
Hastings and Don Purdy, Mason Hebner and Jason Groth, Addison Herbert and Gary Davis, Riley Jo Herbert and Kitley
Rainwater, Haley Holcomb and Angie Barnes, Hailey Leonard and Julie Robbins, Sara Robertson and Mary Ann Wade, Allison
Sayers and Karen Hamner, Ben Summers and Kevin Robbins, Ryann Tompkins and Bonnie Thompson.

Special Lands End Orders

by Doris White
We have received a special Lands End sale catalog to order several items for the next
several days (until January 18, 2019). There will be a table set up after each service this
Sunday, which will have the catalog and order sheets for those who would
like to take advantage of this opportunity. If you have any questions or want further
information, please call Doris White at 301-934-0999 or email me at
doris409@verizon.net.
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