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Note to educators
As educators, it is imperative to give our students the most well-rounded, thorough educational experience that we
possibly can. This opportunity to encounter the arts firsthand will give you another classroom tool to do just that.
In addition to igniting a passion for theatre in the hearts of your students, our hope is that it can be an educational
experience as well. This Educator’s Guide is designed to incorporate state standards into your everyday lesson plans to
encourage your students to take a look into the deeper meaning of this classic show. Please use this guide as a tool to
expand their knowledge of your school’s curriculum beyond this Community School of the Arts production.
The 2015-16 CSA School Performance series has been made possible by donations from:
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WHAT IS ARTS INTEGRATION?

A definition and checklist from The Kennedy Center’s Changing Education Through the Arts program.
Arts integration is an approach to teaching in which students construct and demonstrate understanding through an
art form. Students engage in a creative process which connects an art form and another subject area and meets evolving
objectives in both. Some educators confuse any effort to include the arts in their classroom with arts integration. While
all types of arts-based instruction are encouraged, it is helpful for educators to know when they are engaged in arts
integration. To achieve this awareness, an Arts Integration Checklist is provided. Educators answering “yes” to the items in
the Checklist can be assured that their approach to teaching is indeed integrated.

Approach to Teaching
• Are learning principles of Constructivism (actively built, experiential, evolving, collaborative, problem-solving, and
reflective) evident in my lesson?

Understanding
• Are the students engaged in constructing and demonstrating understanding as opposed to just memorizing and reciting
knowledge?

Art Form
• Are the students constructing and demonstrating their understandings through an art form?

Creative Process
• Are the students engaged in a process of creating something original as opposed to copying or parroting?
• Will the students revise their products?

Connects
• Does the art form connect to another part of the curriculum or a concern/need?
• Is the connection mutually reinforcing?

Evolving Objectives
• Are there objectives in both the art form and another part of the curriculum or a concern/need?
• Have the objectives evolved since the last time the students engaged with this subject matter?
For more thoughts about this subject and a wealth of
useful information (including lesson plans) go to:
http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/educators.aspx
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Incorporating Learning Styles
Visual/Spatial - Students will be engaged by the on stage actors, set, and
props used to convey the message of the show.
Verbal/Linguistic - Students will be able to focus on the language of the
show and will be able to communicate the message of the show to peers and
teachers following the performance.
Logical/Mathematical - Students will use reasoning skills to predict and
analyze actions that take place during the show.
Bodily/Kinesthetic - Students will be able to perform their own
interpretations of adaptations of the show in class to their audience of
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Main Characters
james—
The main character. He is an
orphan. He is also brave,
smart, curious, peaceful,
principled, and a leader.

spiker & sponge —
James’ aunts. They are mean,
horrible, selfish, grumpy,
rude bullies.

centipede -One of the creatures inside
the peach. He is a rebel,
thinks he’s right, and he
can be a little annoying.

Lady bug —

grasshopper — One

One of the insects inside
the peach. She is cheerful,
helpful, and brave.

of the insects inside the
peach. He is smart, musical,
and classy.

earthworm — One

spider — An arachnid

of the creatures inside the
peach. He is nerdy, scared,
and ticklish.

inside the peach. She is
intelligent, caring and
generous.
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About the author: Roald Dahl
Roald Dahl was one of the greatest story-tellers of all time. He was born in Llanduff, South Wales, of
Norwegian parents, in 1916, and educated in English boarding-schools. Then, in search of adventure,
the young Dahl took a job with Shell Oil in Africa. When World War II broke out he joined the RAF as a
fighter pilot, receiving terrible injuries and almost dying in a plane crash in 1942.
It was following this “monumental bash on the head” and a meeting with C. S. Forester (author of the
famous Captain Horatio Hornblower stories) that Roald Dahl’s writing career began, with articles
for magazines such as The New Yorker. He wrote successful novellas and short stories for adults,
such as “Tales of the Unexpected”, before concentrating on his marvelous children’s stories. The
first of these, James and the Giant Peach, in 1960, was followed by Charlie and the Chocolate Factory,
and an unbroken string of hugely successful, best-selling titles.
Roald Dahl worked from a tiny hut in the pale orchard of the Georgian house in Great Missenden,
Buckinghamshire which he shared with his wife, Liccy. He was always brimming with new ideas and
his many books continue to bring enormous enjoyment to millions of children and their parents
throughout the world. Roald Dahl died on November 23, 1990.
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Plot summary
When James is sent by his conniving
aunts to chop down their old fruit
tree, he discovers a magic potion
that grows a tremendous peach,
which rolls into the ocean and
launches a journey of enormous
proportions. James befriends a
collection of singing insects that
ride the giant piece of fruit across
the ocean, facing hunger, sharks
and plenty of disagreements along

Things to think of before & after the play
BEFORE THE PLAY:
Have you ever had to stay with family?
Do you like bugs?

Have you eaten a peach before?
Have you ever been on a boat?

DURING THE PLAY:
If you were in the peach, what would you do?
What does James learn about himself?
How do the actors make the insects look like they are alive?

AFTER THE PLAY:
How does James feel when he loses his parents? How does James feel with his new family?
How does he feel when he lives with Spiker and Sponge?
What kind of fruit would YOU want to live in?
7

ame is inconsequential to what is about to happen. – not important

WORDS & PHRASES THAT MIGHT BE NEW TO YOU

magistrate said. – local official with some of the powers of a judge

James,
run of
inside
and grabthat
the picnic
basket
from the
Frigidaire.
refrigerator.
imordial
ooze
an inkling
has the
potential
to lead
to so –many
other fanFrigidaire is the name of the company that developed the first electric self-contained
gs! refrigerator in 1918. The name was so well known that many people called any
al – original
refrigerator, no matter what brand, a “Frigidaire.”
slight idea
Knowing your name is inconsequential to what is about to happen. – not important

sseur!That’s
– expert
what the magistrate said. – local official with some of the powers of a judge

Thethe
verywell,
first primordial
ooze of
that has the
potential
lead to so many
m down
let him reflect
onan
hisinkling
misgivings.
– feelings
oftoworry
other fantas-ma-rific things! primordial – original inkling – slight idea

wanton
disregard
for the –truth,
Oooh!
A connoisseur!
expertyou will sleep outside. – thoughtless

We should
put Ladybug.
‘im down the
well, let him reflect on his misgivings. – feelings of worry
r peckish
as well,
– hungry
James, for your wanton disregard for the truth, you will sleep outside. – thoughtless

– nonsense

I’m feeling rather peckish as well, Ladybug. – hungry

seem rather seaworthy. – safe to travel in while on the sea
Oh, Poppycock! – nonsense

loomers!
– old-fashioned
long, loose
pants
worn
skirton the sea
The peach
does seem rather
seaworthy.
– safe
to under
travel inawhile

my extra bloomers! – old-fashioned long, loose pants worn under a skirt
vings.Take
– limit
We’ll ration servings. – limit

r noise, if I may say so. – low quality

A rather inferior noise, if I may say so. – low quality

raggin’ homo sapiens. – human. A Latin phrase which means “intelligent man,” it
knuckle-draggin’
homo sapiens. – human. A Latin phrase which means
nameLike
for athe
human species.
“intelligent man,” it is the scientific name for the human species

ose two
my fiancé?
– killed
husband-to-be.
French word.A French word
Didkilled
you know
those two
my fiancé? –A
husband-to-be.

My family
was inracket.
the sock– and
shoe racket. – business
n the sock
and shoe
business
Use your impeccable hearing. – perfect

cable hearing. – perfect

Not friends, no! Accomplices! – partners in crime

Accomplices! – partners in crime
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James and his friends travel to
different settings during the story.
ENGLAND
England is the most populated country in the United Kingdom.
In 2011, the population of England was around 53 million.
The English drink more tea per person than any other people in the world.
London is the largest city in Europe.

DOVER
The white cliffs of Dover are made of chalk.
They are 300 feet high and 10 miles long.
There are hidden tunnels behind the cliffs.
On a clear day, you can see France from the top of the cliffs.

THE ATLANTIC OCEAN
All oceans contain salt water. The Atlantic Ocean contains the most salt water.
The Atlantic Ocean is about 150 million years old.
The Atlantic Ocean is the second biggest ocean in the world.
It is between the continents of America, Europe, and Africa.

NEW YORK CITY
The nickname for New York City is the big apple (not the giant peach!)
New York is called the Empire State.
The state animal is a beaver.
The New York flower is the rose.
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Insects

SPIDERS

Spiders are arachnids, not insects. There are more
than 38,000 types of spiders and they live almost
everywhere. Spiders were one of the first predators
to walk on land, starting more than 350 million
years ago. Most spiders have 8 eyes so they can look
in several directions at once. Their eyes are usually
very small and simple and can notice if something
moves nearby, but often cannot see shapes very well.
Although a spider doesn’t have a nose or ears, hairs
covering the spider’s legs are able to sense touch,
vibrations, and sound. A spider’s silk can be used for
making egg sacs, wrapping prey, or building webs. A
large web may contain more than 100 feet of silk
thread and can take about an hour to build. Once
finished, the spider sits in the middle or at the edge
and holds the web so it can feel the vibration of a
trapped insect. It then wraps the prey in silk and
bites. Spiders do not chew and swallow food; they
drink it. First the spider stabs its prey with its fangs
and injects poisonous venom to stop it from moving.
Then in drips digestive juices on its meal, turning the
animal’s insides into liquid so the spider can slurp
them out.

James and the Giant Peach is infested with
insects and other creepy crawly critters. James
meets his insect friends on the giant peach and
they become a sort of adoptive family for him.
Below are descriptions of the real insects
represented in the musical.

EARTHWORMS

There are about 2,700 different species of earthworms in the world. The biggest worms in the
world live in Australia and can stretch to more
than 11 feet long. An earthworm does not have
any eyes, arms, or legs, but their receptors
enable them to sense light. Earthworms breathe
through their skin and are sometimes able to
replicate lost segments. Earthworms are hermaphrodites, which means they contain both
female and male organs. Worms are able to eat
their own weight in food every day. They get most
of their nutrients from bacteria, fungi, decaying
roots and leaves. Earthworms are constantly
burrowing in the earth. As they go, they eat dirt
and debris from which they cast out new soil
that is filled with minerals and nutrients
that plants need. They also loosen dirt so that
plant roots can spread easily, and the narrow
tunnels they make allow water and air to enter
the earth to reach the plant roots.
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CENTIPEDES

Centipedes are arthropods, but not insects.
There are estimated to be 8,000 types of centipedes found worldwide in many geographic
locations including tropical rainforests, deserts and even the Arctic Circles. Centipedes are
elongated animals with one pair of legs per body
segment. Although the name is Latin for hundred
(centi) foot (pedis), centipedes
can have a varying number of legs from under 20
to over 300. Despite how many legs they actually have, centipedes always have an odd number
of pairs of legs. They can have 15 or 39 pairs of
legs, but never 20 pairs.

LADYBUGS

A ladybug is a type of beetle. The 5,000 known species
are found worldwide with over 350 species living in
North America alone. Ladybugs eat aphids and scale
insect, which are small bugs that are pests in fields
and gardens. Because of this, farmers in Europe have
welcomed ladybugs on their vines to eat insect pests
for more than 1,500 years. Even today farmers and
gardeners order ladybugs to protect their plants
from pests. People once thought that ladybugs had
magical powers and in early America, it was said
that a ladybug would bring good luck if it was
11
found in the house in winter.

GRASSHOPPERS

Grasshoppers are insects. There are thought to be
as many as 18,000 types of grasshoppers thriving
in all types of habitats all over the world with the
exception of the North and South Poles. Grasshoppers have five eyes, but no ears. They are herbivores,
which means they eat only plants. A grasshopper
can make a chirping noise by rubbing its back leg
along a stiff vein in the front wing. The leg has small
teeth on it, like a comb, which buzz and vibrate. Male
grasshoppers chirp to attract females for mating
and to ward off rivals.

BUOYANCY

In the show James and his insect friends float in a peach across the Atlantic Ocean.
The term Buoyancy is defined as the tendency of something to float or to rise when in a fluid. When an object is
placed in water, there are two primary forces acting on it. The force of gravity yields a downward force
and a buoyant force yields an upward force. The gravitational force is determined by the object’s weight and the buoyant
force is determined by the weight of the water displaced by the object when it is placed in water. If the gravitational force is
less than the buoyant force the object will float, but if the gravitational force is greater, the object will sink.

Buoyancy Experiment
In this experiment you will explore the concepts of buoyancy and displacement.
Materials:
•
•
•
•

2 sheets of aluminum foil (same size)
1 piece of clay
1 tub or bowl
Water

Set Up:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Fill your tub halfway with water
Form a tight ball out of one sheet of aluminum foil
Form a ball out of your piece of clay, equal in size to the aluminum ball
Form a boat shape from one sheet of aluminum foil with a flat bottom and upturned sides.

Hypothesis: (Answer on a separate sheet of paper)
1. Which objects will sink?
2. Which objects will float?
Procedure:
1. a) With a ruler, measure and record the depth of your water: ____________cm
b) Place foil ball in the water and measure the depth of the water: _____________cm
2. a) Remove foil ball and measure the depth of the water: ____________cm
b) Place foil boat in water and measure the depth: ___________cm
3. a) Remove foil boat from water and measure the depth of the water: ___________cm
b) Place clay ball in water and measure the depth: __________cm
Outcomes: (Answer questions on a separate sheet of paper)
1.
2.
3.
3.

Which objects sank?
Which objects floated?
What caused some objects to float and some to sink?
How much water did each object displace? (ex: 1a. minus 1b.)
Foil Ball _______________
Foil Boat _______________
Clay Ball _______________
4. Compare the foil ball and foil boat results from Question 3. Why did this happen?
5. Compare the foil ball and clay ball results from Question 3. Why did this happen?
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James and His Giant Adventure
1

2
3
4

5

6

7
8

9

10

11

Across
4. A critter with eight long legs
5. A large body of water on which James has
his adventure
8. The name of one of James' aunts, also the
name of an item used in a kitchen for
cleaning
9. A critter with many legs
11. The name of one of James' aunts that is
just one letter different from the answer
to 4 across

13

Down
1. A green critter that really likes to jump
2. A red colored critter with black spots
3. A word used to describe a child with no
parents
4. The type of bird that attacked James and
his band of critters out on the water
6. A critter that lives in dirt
7. Another word for currency; what James'
aunts were hoping to get lots of
10. The fruit in which James has his adventure

Theatrical Terminology
The following is a list of basic theatrical terms to get your students familiar with the what it takes to put on a
show. This may be very helpful in introducing your students to the genre of drama.
Act: a major division of a play. Acts may be further divided into scenes; may be used to indicate a change in time
or place
protagonist: the leading character or one of the major characters in the play
Antagonist: the character who provides the obstacle to the protagonist’s objective in the play. The antagonist
sets the conflict in motion
Audition: the opportunity to read for a part in a play
Blocking: determining the basic movements of the actors during a play. Some is provided by the playwright; some
developed by actors; but a majority is supplied by director and includes entrances, exits, and crosses
House: the seating area of a theatre, but also the audience itself
Improvisation: A situation in which the actors are provided with background information on the setting and
characters and then spontaneously invent dialogue and action
Monologue: a work written to be spoken by just one person
Playbill: the program that usually gives information about the actors in the show
Principals: the leading or main characters in a play
Role: a part in a play; the character played by an actor
Stage left/right: areas on the stage as seen from the actor’s perspective, as opposed to the house left and right
Type casting: the casting of roles in a play by choosing actors who most closely resemble the physical and
personality description of the characters

14

**These are just general theatrical terms
that your students can learn to expand
their vocabulary and knowledge of theatre.
For an extensive list of terms, please Google
“theatrical terms and definitions" and
choose the first website listed or visit the
website listed at the end of this study
guide on the Resources page.

Putting It Together

the collaboration of Theatre
Putting on a show is a little like building a big machine – hundreds of small parts must be put together
piece by piece to bring a story to life on stage. Most of the work must be completed long before opening
night. Mounting a musical at The Community School of the Arts requires many different people to work
together. At The Community School of the Arts, the artistic director and the Theatre compANY directors
choose the scripts that they think
will make the best season. The
artistic director then assigns a
director, choreographer and a team
of designers for each show.
these specialized artists have
specific jobs to do.
The director is the leader. He/she
makes most of the decisions about
the play and often spends months
before rehearsals begin meeting
with designers and thinking about
his or her vision for the show.
The music director is in charge of
the singing and instrumental music.
Some musicals may require a small
accompaniment of piano and drums,
while others involve an entire orchestra. The choreographer creates all the movement and dancing.
These three artists will work very closely to make sure the acting, singing and dancing all come together
effectively. Meanwhile, the set designer, costume designer, lighting designer and sound designer are reading
the script and talking with the director about how the musical will look and sound. These designers have
assistants and crews to help them build, paint, sew and set up all of the show’s material and technological
elements. While the director and other compANY directors hold auditions to find the right actors for the
part, the marketing and public relations department of CSA are busy creating posters and other marketing
materials to get the word out about the show and to help the box office sell tickets. The administrative
staff helps each of these departments. The actors may go through three or four auditions before finally
being chosen to be in the cast. Once selected, each cast member must learn his/her lines, songs and dances.
Actors in the csa theatre company have only one week of rehearsals on stage before the show opens, and
one to three rehearsals on stage with the orchestra. In this short amount of time, they must get used to
their costumes, make-up and props. Hundreds of hours and thousands of dollars later, the ushers have
seated the audience, the lights have dimmed, and the hard work of the cast, crew and staff is about to turn
into theatrical magic.
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1st
grade
Indiana
State
Standards
ELA1.RL.2.3 Using key details, identify and describe the elements of plot, character, and setting.
1.RL.2.4 Make and confirm predictions about what will happen next in a story.
1.RL.4.1 Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events.
1.RL.4.2 Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in stories.
1.RN.2.1 Ask and answer questions about key details to clarify and confirm understanding of a text.
1.RN.2.2 Retell main ideas and key details of a text.
1.RN.2.3 Describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.
1.RV.2.1 Demonstrate understanding that context clues (e.g., words and sentence clues) and text features (e.g., glossaries,
illustrations) may be used to help understand unknown words.
1.RV.3.1 Identify words and phrases in stories, poems, or songs that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses (touch,
hearing, sight, taste, smell).
1.RV.3.2 Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases in a nonfiction text.
1.W.3.2 Develop a topic sentence or main idea, provide some facts or details about the topic, and provide a concluding
statement.
1.W.6.1e Usage – Writing complete simple declarative, interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory sentences in response to
prompts.
1.SL.1 Listen actively and adjust the use of spoken language (e.g., vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of
audiences and for different purposes.
1.SL.2.1 Participate in collaborative conversations about grade-appropriate topics and texts with peers and adults in
small and larger groups.
1.SL.2.3 Listen to others, take turns speaking about the topic, and add one’s own ideas in small group discussions or tasks.
1.SL.2.4 Ask questions to clarify information about topics and texts under discussion.
1.SL.2.5 Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through multiple exchanges.
1.SL.3.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other
media.
1.SL.3.2 Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says to clarify something that is not understood.
1.ML.1 Recognize the role of the media in informing, persuading, entertaining, or transmitting culture.
1.ML.2.1 Demonstrate understanding of media by asking and answering appropriate questions about what is read, heard, or
viewed.

Science1.3.1 Classify living organisms according to variations in specific physical features (e.g., body coverings, appendages) and
describe how those features may provide an advantage for survival in different environments.
1.3.5 Observe and describe ways in which animals and plants depend on one another for survival.
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ELA-

2nd grade Indiana State Standards

2.RL.2.1 Ask and answer questions (e.g., who was the story about; why did an event happen; where did the story happen) to
demonstrate understanding of main idea and key details in a text.
2.RL.2.3 Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and how characters affect the plot.
2.RL.2.4 Make predictions about the content of text using prior knowledge of text features, explaining whether they were
confirmed or not confirmed and why.
2.RL.3.1 Describe the overall structure of a story, including describing how the beginning introduces the story and the ending
concludes the action.
2.RN.2.1 Ask and answer questions about the main idea and supporting facts and details in a text to confirm understanding.
2.RV.1 Use words, phrases, and strategies acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to
literature and nonfiction texts to build and apply vocabulary.
2.RV.2.5 Consult reference materials, both print and digital (e.g., dictionary), to determine or clarify the meanings of words and
phrases.
2.RV.3.2 Determine the meanings of words and phrases in a nonfiction text relevant to a second grade topic or subject area.
2.W.3.1 Write a logically connected paragraph or paragraphs, that introduce an opinion, with a concluding statement or
section and multiple reasons to explain why a certain course of action should be followed.
2.SL.1 Listen actively and adjust the use of spoken language (e.g., conventions, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a
variety of audiences and for different purposes.
2.SL.2.1 Participate in collaborative conversations about grade-appropriate topics and texts with peers and adults in small
and larger groups.
2.SL.2.3 Listen to others, take one’s turn in respectful ways, and speak one at a time about the topics and text under discussion.
2.SL.2.4 Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and texts under discussion.
2.SL.2.5 Build on others’ talk in conversations by linking comments to the remarks of others.
2.SL.3.1 Determine the purpose for listening (e.g., to obtain information, to enjoy humor) and paraphrase or describe key ideas
or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.
2.SL.3.2 Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says to clarify comprehension, gather information, or deepen
understanding of a topic or issue.
2.SL.4.1 Using appropriate language, recite poems and rhymes, and tell a story or recount an experience, in an organized manner,
with appropriate facts and careful attention to sensory details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences and at an appropriate
pace.
2.ML.1 Recognize the role of the media in informing, persuading, entertaining, and transmitting culture.
2.ML.2.1 Recognize that media can be sources for information, entertainment, persuasion, interpretation of events, and
transmission of culture.

Science2.3.2- Compare and contrast details of body plans and structures within the life cycles of plants and animals.
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Language Arts activities

BEFORE THE SHOW: Exploring Themes – Good vs. Evil

Roald Dahl uses the theme of good versus evil in most of his novels, including James and the Giant Peach.
Dahl leaves no room for doubt as to who are “good” and “bad” characters. He paints a black and white
picture of human morality, allowing readers to draw easy conclusions about how people should behave and
what happens to people when they are bad. Dahl’s good vs. evil sensibility is similar to that of many fairytales.
Have your students read pages 5-7 of the Student Guide to familiarize themselves with the play they are
about to see and to provide base knowledge for the lesson. Have a discussion about your students’ concept
of good vs. evil and then contextualize the concept by examining familiar fairytales such as Cinderella or
Snow White.

?
?
?

How does a “good” person act and look?
How does an “evil” person act and look?
How are good people rewarded?
How are evil people punished?
Explore the stereotypes of good and evil characters such as a mother or a
step mother. How are these perpetuated despite their inaccuracies?
Do you think anyone is completely good or completely evil? Why or why not?
Which characters in [fairytale] are good? Why? How are they rewarded?
Which characters in [fairytale] are evil? Why? How are they punished?
From the summary you read, which characters do you think are good and which are evil?
Why?

UNDERSTANDING THROUGH EXPLORATION: Personification
Throughout James and the Giant Peach Roald Dahl uses personification to bring the insect characters to life.
After attending the musical, have your students read pages 10-11 in the Student Guide. As a class, create a
T-chart to document the descriptions of the actual insect versus the insect character from the musical using
page 11 of the TIG as a reference. Next, discuss the concept of personification.

?
?

How were the actual insect’s features used to create the insect character? What are the
similarities and differences between the two?
Was the character an accurate portrayal of the insect in terms of behavior and physical
traits?
What would you have changed about the character to make it more like the actual insect?
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Language arts activities cont.
Have your students choose an insect not portrayed in the musical. They should find and write down 5 to 10
descriptive facts about the insect and based on that information, create another insect character that might
be included in James and the Giant Peach. After listing the facts about the real insect, students should write
a short story describing their character using the responses to these questions:

?

How does your character act?
How does your character look?
How does your character sound?
What does your character do?

AFTER THE SHOW: Poetry
Roald Dahl often uses narrative poetry in his novels to describe the characters. The poem on the following
page is an exerpt from James and the Giant Peach (p. 134-139) in which James describes each of his insect
friends to the New York City police officers. (Portions containing characters that aren’t in the musical have
been omitted.) Print out a copy of the poem for each of your students and read aloud as a class. Discuss the descriptions
Dahl uses to characterize each of the insects. Next have your students choose a character from the musical
and use his or her name to create an acrostic poem that describes their physical and personality traits.
Students should draw a picture of their character to accompany the poem and then take turns reciting their
poems for the class.

Poem from James and the Giant Peach
by Roald Dahl
B

“My friends, this is the Centipede, and let me make it known
He is so sweet and gentle that (although he’s overgrown)
The Queen of Spain, again and again, has summoned him by phone
To baby-sit and sing and knit and be a chaperone
When nurse is off and all the royal children are alone.”
(“Small wonder,” said a Fireman, “they’re no longer on the throne.”)
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“My friends, this is the Centipede, and let me make it known
He is so sweet and gentle that (although he’s overgrown)
The Queen of Spain, again and again, has summoned him by phone
To baby-sit and sing and knit and be a chaperone
When nurse is off and all the royal children are alone.”
(“Small wonder,” said a Fireman, “they’re no longer on the throne.”)

Language arts activities cont.

“The Earthworm, on the other hand,”
Said James, beginning to expand,
Is great for digging up the land
And making old soils newer.
Moreover, you should understand
He would be absolutely grand
For digging subway tunnels and
For making you a sewer.”
(The Earthworm blushed and beamed with pride.
Miss Spider clapped and cheered and cried,
“Could any words be truer?”)

And the Grasshopper, ladies and gents, is a boon
In millions and millions of ways.
You have only to ask him to give you a tune
And he plays and he plays and he plays.
As a toy for your children he’s perfectly sweet;
There’s nothing so good in the shops –
You’ve only to tickle the soles of his feet
and he hops and he hops and he hops.”
(“He can’t be very fierce!” exclaimed
The Head of all the Cops.)
16
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Language arts activities cont.

“And here we have Miss Spider
With a mile of thread inside her
Who has personally requested me to say
That she’s never met Miss Muffet
On her charming little tuffet –
If she had she’d not have frightened her away.
Should her looks sometimes alarm you
Then I don’t think it would harm you
To repeat at least a hundred times a day:
‘I must never kill a spider
I must only help and guide her
And invite her in the nursery to play.’”
(The Police all nodded slightly,
And the Firemen smiled politely,
And about a dozen people cried, “Hooray!”)

“And here’s my darling Ladybug, so beautiful, so kind,
My greatest comfort since this trip began.
She has four hundred children and she’s left them all behind,
But they’re coming on the next peach if they can.”
(The Cops cried, “She’s entrancing!”
All the Firemen started dancing,
And the crowds all started cheering to a man!)
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Science activites
BEFORE THE SHOW: Insects
Aboard the giant peach, James befriends five giant insects; Green Grasshopper, Ladybug, Spider, Earthworm
and Centipede. Before attending the musical, teach your students about these insects using pages 10-11 of
the packet as a reference. First, have students write down some descriptive words or sentences describing what
they already know about insects in general and each of the specific insects in the musical. Next, discuss
as a class what the students wrote down and transfer their ideas to the chalkboard. Following the open
discussion, teach your students about each of the five insects’ habitat, physical traits and behavioral traits
while comparing these facts to what the students already came up with.

UNDERSTANDING THROUGH EXPLORATION: Floating
The giant peach floats across the Atlantic Ocean from England, just as a ship would. Teach your students
about why and how things float using pages 12 of the TIG as a reference. First conduct an experiment.
What You’ll Need:
Clay (can be substituted with Aluminum Foil)
Tub or Bowl
Water
Have students form groups of two. Each pair will receive a tub/bowl filled halfway with water and 2 pieces
of clay of approximately the same size. Before beginning, point out to your students that each person has
received a piece of clay that is the same size and weight. One student in each pair will form a ball out of their
clay and the other will make a boat-like shape. Ask your students what they think will happen when they put
each in the water. Will they float or sink? Students should then place the clay ball and boat into the water.
Have a discussion about what happened asking students why they think the ball sank and the boat floated.
After students have hypothesized, discuss the concept of buoyancy by introducing Archimedes’ revelation
as well as some basics on gravity and buoyant force.

AFTER THE SHOW: Exploring the Senses
After attending James and the Giant Peach students might be curious about how peaches grow, what they really look like
and how they taste. This lesson should encompass the five senses as well as explain how peaches grow. Use page 14 of the
packet as a reference. First, have an open conversation about what your students noticed about the peach in the musical.
How did the peach grow?
Do you think a peach could grow this big in real life? Why?
What did the peach look like?
What do you think it tasted and smelled like?

?
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Discussion
Topics
and
Prompts
The questions below related to James and the Giant Peach can be used as discussion
starters or prompts for further exploration of plot and themes.

1. Describe James’ character traits and compare and contrast your character traits with his.
How are you alike and different from James?
2. Describe a time when you had to be brave and overcome difficult circumstances.
3. Describe your perfectly perfect day.
4. If James was mistreated by his aunts why did he stay with them? What are the advantages and
disadvantages to his decision?
5. If you were James would you choose a life with your aunts or a life on your own? Why?
6. Describe the differences and similarities between the musical and the book (or movie).
7. Pretend you are James and have just left your home and all your friends. Write a letter to
your friends about your adventure on the giant peach. Be sure to describe your insect friends
and retell some important events.
8. Write a paragraph describing Aunt Spiker or Aunt Sponge. Using the characteristics listed,
draw a picture to accompany the paragraph.
9. If you had a Magic Green Worm potion and could use it to enchant anything, what would it
be? Why?
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THEATRE ETIQUETTE
Seeing a musical presented by the community school of the arts is a unique and exciting experience. All
the members of the production, both cast and crew, work hard to give you a great show. As an audience
member, you also have an important job. You must help the performers give their best performance
possible. You can do this by practicing these rules of theatre etiquette:
• Do laugh when the performance is funny.
• Do applaud when the performance is over. Applause is how you say “Thank you” to the performer. The
actors will bow as you applaud. That is how they say “Thank you for coming.”
• Do stand and applaud if you thought the show was outstanding.
• Don’t forget to turn off your cell phone. A ringing or buzzing phone can be very distracting. It can
also be embarrassing for you if it is your phone that is disrupting the show!
• Don’t text during the performance.
• Make sure to visit the restroom before the production begins.
• Don’t speak or whisper during the performance...whispering is still speaking, so only in an emergency
should whispering occur.
• Remember that the Overture (introductory music) in musical theatre is part of the performance, so
remain silent when the show begins.
• Don’t take pictures during the performance. It can be very distracting to the actors and it can result
in an accident.
• Don’t put your feet up on the seats or kick the seat in front of you.
• Do remain in your seat for the entire performance. If you must leave, exit during intermission. In an
emergency, calmly walk toward the nearest exit.
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Bug mask project
Have your students decorate thier own bug masks to wear to the performance.
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Suggestions:
*Use a thicker/cardstock type of paper for a more durable/quality mask!
*A hole puncher works great for the string holes.
*A cutting pen works nicely on cutting eye holes!
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Mission

The Community School of the Arts provides arts education and enrichment
with excellence and fiscal responsibility. By making the arts available to all
people, the Community School of the Arts is dedicated to serving the
community through opportunities for creative expression.

Vision

The Community School of the Arts recognizes the arts as an expression of our common culture and the diversity of the human
experience. The CSA presents an interdisciplinary arts program for arts enjoyment, education, and participation in the
visual, literary and performing arts with a commitment to excellence, fiscal responsibility, and availability for all people.

Igniting a community of potential through arts and creativity.

Our Values

Who• diversity
we serve
community • accessibility
• innovation • excellence
Dreamers • Creators • Performers
Serving artists of all ages throughout north-central indiana

What we do
sing • draw • act • Dance • compose • sculpt • compete
Providing opportunities to explore creativity through arts education

Where we are located
beautiful downtown marion
two locations: CSA Main building and Sofie Salin annex
both located on the square

Community School of the ARts • 305 S. Adams, Marion, IN 46952 • 765.662.6263 • info@csa-marion.com
www.csa-marion.com
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